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E have received the honour of Your Grace’s commands, by Sir Gh arle 
Saxton’s Letter of the 29 th of January last, -inclosing a Memorial, which 
nad been laid before \ our Grace, from The Royal Canal Company , under their 
corporation seal ; and signifying, that it appeared to Your Grace to be essentially 
necessary that, previous to Your Grace’s coming to any decision with respect to 
•the proposals contained in the said Memorial, the subject should be distinctly 
considered and reported on by our Board; aud that a minute enquiry, on oath, 
■and otherwise, should be instituted by ais into the nature and extent of the 
ompany’s Income and Expenditure, their Stock, Dividends, and Debts, the 

• anneiv of their Loans and the application -of them, and how far the Directors 

* Iroprietors are concerned in or connected with the management of their 
fairs ; and that we should make such a full and particular Report on those 

se\eial points, as might put the Government in full possession of the subject, and 
ena e lour Grace to enter on the-consideration of what can property be done-. 

directing us to proceed as soon as may be possible, to consider the said Me- 
^onal and to investigate the affairs of the Company, in the manner before men- 
info- • U1< * vve re P ort tlie result of such investigation for Your Grace’s 



C Immediately .° n receipt of Your Grace’s commands, we wrote to the Royal 
‘ la tyompany, desiring that certain Accounts, which we deemed necessary 



tO\V ']• 1 . * 5 '"‘“5 cwcn, yi-i miu nt uituitu ncL-caociiy 

^^H-dsour investigation, should be immediately prepared ; and we acquainted 
j as soon as they should have furnished those documents, we would suf- 
Co^ e delay as possible in more .particularly investigating the affairs of the 



Hav 



of ^ rec f lvef *‘ ccrta ' n those Accounts, we commenced our enquiry on the 



direct : ,IarChj at ^ le R oyal Canal House, where we were furnished, by the 
eno . 0I . S . :is ' e nibled, with every requisite information. But being still deeply 
Gran^cl* 1 ^ 1 ^,^ e P ort commanded by Your Grace respecting the affairs of The 



enaUf,. ^ ana ^ Company, it .was not in our power to give such dispatch to this 
We y L?.! * Nfore the y’ h ‘ 



H'e 1 ’ • . ,,w uic uik y u unui it. 

and dee J U ' e ° ' ,s M lIcl ty considered the Memorial of the Royal Canal Company .; 
jpo 11 11 P , '°per 3 in the first instance, to rectify the misconception of a few 



•fy the misconception ( 






facts# 
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facts, as stated therein. The supplying the northern half of the city of Dublin 
with Water, was not any part of the contract of the Royal Canal Company 
with our Board. From 1795 to 180 1 the Debentures issued by the Company 
were for Loans at interest, but from the year 1801, the form of the Debenture 
was of an Annuity, at a rate equal to legal interest, charged upon the property 
-of the Company. We enquired, but no person could give us information in 
evidence, why ibis change was made; nor do we see that it could obviate an ob- 
lection to the raising money, as they have done, beyond the amount of the sub- 
.'seriptions actually expended on their works. 

When the Company quote the conceptions of our Board, we presume they 
have taken them from official documents either printed or in course of business 
.communicated to them ; but in no other way are they authorized in stating our 
sentiments. Our Board did not order to the Petitioners the .sum of seventy-one 
thousand and ninety-two pounds and ten pence, nor was any such order duly 
approved of, according to Act of Parliament. The fact is, that after much 
discussion, we informed them, on the 29 th November 1809, that it they, would 
propose to execute an extension of their line to Rallymahon in progress to Tar- 
mon harry, upon the terms and under the conditions therein stated, we were 
disposed to recommend such proposal to Your Grace and to' the Lords of His 
Majesty’s Treasury, for your approbation. But the Grand Canal Company 
having formally opposed their extension by that line, the Royal Canal Company 
could not make any proposal to us, till the line they were to pursue should be 
definitively and legally ascertained. We did hear the complaint of the Giand 
•Canal Company, and the answer of the Royal Canal Company; and on the 
statements made bv them, our Board did decide in favour of the proposed line 
to Rallymahon ; w hich decision was confirmed by the approbation of Your Grace 
and the Lords of His Majesty’s Treasury; but reversed in Council, on the appeal 
of the Grand Canal Company. The Royal Canal Company have not since made 
any proposal to us,. and of course we have not recommended any Grant to their.. 
We cannot say, that from the commencement to this hour, every step of their 
progress was approved by us ; for we did, in the strongest manner, condemn a 
measure which they adopted in the year 1808, of distributing money among the 
individual proprietors at the rale of two per cent, per annum on their capital 
stock; which money was not paid out of the clear profits of their navigation; 
but out of money raised by loan at interest. We had repeated correspondence 
with them on this subject, and by one of the terms upon which we had expressed 
our disposition to recommend a proposal from them, for the extension of their 
navigation to Ralivmahon, we required them to engage that* they would not make 
any Dividend upon their stock , except of the clear profits over and above all interest 
and expenses. And in conversation, with some of the Directors, we understood 
that they would consent to such a condition, to continue so long as the execution 
of the works should be carried on. 



We have thought it right to correct the before-mentioned errors, but we do not 
imagine that they proceeded from design, but. merely from inattention. And 011 
our enquiry, the Directors manifested their desire to give -us the most unreserved 



information on every- part of the subject. 

As to the imputation of partiality, cast on our Board from the Grand Canal 
Company, as alluded to in this Memorial, we do not think the occasion called fo* 
any notice of it by the Memorialists. ’We know that the correctness of our 
conduct must guard us from sufferinghy an imputation which has not the slightest 
foundation in truth. But if we could think a vindication from so false an asper- 
sion necessary, we should in treat Your Grace to turn to the Letter we had t.ie 
honour humbly to address to Your Grace, on the 24 th of September last, inclosing 
the copy of one we had written to the Grand Canal Company.; and should ie u 
to the observations we made upon the Memorial of that. Company annexed 0 
•the instrument of our decision upon the Royal Canal line to Ballymahon. 

Excepting the errors which we have hereinbefore rectified, we do not percen^ 
•the other circumstances in the Memorial to be exposed to contradiction* an 
admit them to be generally true. We shall more particularly state the aitaiis 
-■the Company, and for especial; details, not brought into the body of oiji f ' P° ’ 
we humbly beg leave to refer to the Evidence given on our enqaiiy, aac 
••several Accounts returned to us ; and of which Copies, accompanied by a ■ e 



dule thereof, .we herewith submit to Your Grace. 
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B j ilie, '.General Account returned to us, it appears) , OQf) 0Q0 
that their Stock amounts to" - - - -} a 5 

Their .Debt to - - " - - - - - 842,550 

The. annual Interest thereon ------ 

Their Annuities’ per annum - - - * - 

Their Establishment ------- 

Their permanent Expenses - _ - - 

To which must be added, for the maintenance of their works and 
otheit charges, which we conceive to be. permanent, about 



£• 



d. 



49,624 io — 
200 — — 
'2,306 17 5 
4,586 8 9 



4,000 



60,717 16 — 

Their Income in the' last year - - - - - 15,024 10 6 



The annual Deficit upon which is - - £■ 45*693 5 6 



The Grants of Public Money made to the Company appear to us to have 
been as follows:; 



In the year 1 789, Debentures at 4 per cent, for ■£. 66,000, which 

produced a sum of - _ - - - - - 60,240 9 9 

In the year 1792 - -- -- -- - 7 > 5 00 

In the year 1798, a further sum of ^.25,000 in 5 per cent. 

Debentures, as a loan, which produced - - - - 23,382. 5 6 

And from Government, by recommendation of the Directors 
General 95>^66 7 10 



£. 186,989 3 1 



Upon the incorporation of the Royal Canal Company by charter, dated the 
1” of October 1789, in pursuance of an Act of Parliament passed in the same 
-year, as stated in their Memorial, the Company made several rules or bye-laws 
tor their government; one of which runs thus: “ That until a dividend mail be 
“ made of the profits which shall arise to the Company from -the said Undertaking 
“ the several Subscribers shall out of the .property of the Company, 'be paid legal 
interest for the sums which shall be by them respectively advanced, from the 
“ time of their advancing the same respectively; such interest to be paid halt 
“ yearly, at Lady-dav and Michaelmas in every year, until such dividend ot 
“the said profits shall be made among the said Subscribers; and that from and 
“ after the making of such dividend, the said interest shall cease and be no lon ger 
“ payable ” We cannot find that the above bye-law, for granting an interest ot six 
percent, on their stock subscriptions, is sanctioned by any special clause in the 
Act of Parliament ; and it seems that the next clause of the bye-laws should have 
•counteracted the foregoing ; for it is thereby “ provided, that the funds of the 
“ Company' shall not bv payment of such interest be at any time reduced to a 
“ lesser sum than that directed by Act of Parliament to be subscribed and raised 
for the said Undertaking.” Upon the best.enquiry we have been able to make, 
we have no doubt, and do believe, that -the payment of such interest was one 
of the conditions in the original scheme, and was as long as possible carried into 
execution ; for we find from the General Account from the year 1789 to t.m 31 
of December last, delivered by the Directors, a copy whereof is hereunto annexed. Appendix, 
that in a very few years their money was exhausted ; and m order to put a stop No. 2. 
to any claim of further payment of such interest, they did in the year 1796, 
make a dividend of five shillings, which, according to the bye-vine above quoted, 
put an end to the payment of interest of six percent. This dividend was not 
made out of the clear profits, but of a fund created by the sale o» old materials, 
and bv rents received by the Company. I his must not be called a voluntary act 
of self denial, because by the bye-rule, the interest was to be paid out ot the 
property of the’ Company, and at the lime 'of making such dividend, the Com- 
party had exhausted all their means, and were necessarily compelled to stop the 
payment of that interest. From that time no interest was pain, nor any other 
■distribution, under the title of dividend, made until the year i SoS. 1 lie arrears ■ 
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•of that interest, amounting to eighteen thousand seven hundred and sixty pounds, 
■were paid out of a loan of forty thousand three hundred pounds raised in 1795 
at six per cent, by debentures issued to the original Stockholders, in the pay- 
ments upon which they were allowed those arrears, being at the rate of about 
fourteen pounds on each one hundred pounds; and the remainder for each 
debenture, being eighty-six pounds, was paid in cash by in stall ments, and ex- 
pended on the works. 

Sir William Gleadowe Newcomen in the year 1792, made their first loan of 
thirty thousand pounds upon good terms for the Company; but we could not 
discover that in any other instance the Directors did engage in loans; and in all 
their proceedings, they had the sanction of the Company. It is true that in 
October and December 1801, complaints were exhibited to the Company against 
the then Directors ; but their conduct was approved at a general and numerous 
Meeting of .the Company, and a Vote of Thanks given to them by a very great 
majority ; and in February 1802, an information was filed by two members of 
the Company, against certain of the Directors, upon which on a trial in the Kino’s 
Bench, the defendants succeeded. 

It appears to us, that all proceedings of the Court of Directors for the raisin** 
money by loan, were taken in pursuance of especial resolutions of the Company 
for each loan ; and that the last loan of one hundred thousand pounds was raised 
by resolution of the 6 th August 1820, for the purpose of prosecuting their line 
from Coolnabay. 

By an Account, a copy whereof is annexed, entitled a table of Slock and Loan, 
including Parliamentary Grants, brought up to the 31 st December last, it 
appears that the total of tire loan debentures amounted to eight hundred 
and forty-two thousand five hundred and. fifty .pounds, but that (except in .1.808 
and 1809 when they sold above par) being sold under their nominal value, the 
deficiency -in the actual receipt amounted to ninety-seven thousand and eighty- 
.six pounds three shillings and one penny. 

The same Account gives the particulars of the Charge, the actual Receipt, and 
the Expenditure, whereupon it is to he observed, that the 

£ d. 

I otal Charge amounts to ------- 1,373,531 15 8 

But that the actual Receipt was no more than - .1,208,032 16 8 



The Deficiencies on the whole ------ .165,498 .19 — 

To which being added payments of Interest, Dividend, he.- 44-4,415 5 5 

The Amount remaining, and expended on works, ;&c. was 

but - ■- - 763,617 it 3 



£• L 37 3 » 53 i 15 8 



''We must here observe, that the law and -the Companj ;, s Charter, as we under- 
stand, empower them “ to borrow upon the credit of their works and their 
•“ estate therein, or upon any Annuity or Annuities for one or more life or 
“ lives to be charged upon the same, or the tolls, rates, and duties, any sum 
“not exceeding the amount of the subscriptions actually expended on the 
,c works.” The debentures issued for money borrowed by loan or annuity now 
amount to eight hundred and fortv'-two thousand five hundred and fifty pounds, 
whereas the charge of their whole stock is but three hundred thousand pounds, 
and the subscriptions actually expended on the works amount to no more than 
one hundred and seventy-two thousand nine hundred and sixty-four pounds eight 
shillings and ten pence. In this we apprehend they have very much exceeded 
•the powers granted to them. 

In 1797 they added thirty thousand pounds to their stock, at which time no 
■dividends were made. This stock was subscribed at thirty-three pounds six 
shillings and eight pence percent, and produced but ten thousand pounds, which 
was applied upon the works from Kiicock to Cioncurry. In 1799 they added a 
further sum of seventy thousand pounds to their stock, the shares of which were 
issued at forty percent, amounting to. twenty-eight thousand pounds, dins sub- 
scription not. being entirely filled by the Proprietors, part ot it was given to 
^creditors, and their demands allowed in part payment, the rest was sold the year 

alter 
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after by auction, and produced an increase of nine hundred and sixty-four pounds 
eight shillings and ten pence above the terms of the subscription ; but the defi- 
ciency on the nominal stock of seventy thousand pounds was fortj'-oue thousand 
and thirty-five pounds eleven shillings and two pence. YVe must here remark, 
that the dividends which were made in 1808, 1809 and 1810, at the rate of two 
per cent, per annum upon the nominal stock, did in fact give, upon (he money 
pai l on the first of those two subscriptions, six per cent. ; and on the latter, five 
per cent. But taking it from the year 1796, from which no dividend was made 
until 1808, the average on the fourteen years amounts to but seven shillings and 
sixpence per hundred pounds. This last fact was offered as an excuse by some of 
the Directors, but cannot stand against the illegality of making dividends when 
there are not any clear profits out of which to make them. It appears on the 
evidence, that upon a question to one of the Directors, he said, that hy dividend 
he understood a dividend of the clear profits, and that the Chairman of theCourf 
being asked what authority lie conceived the Directors had to make a dividend, 
lie answered, that he did not conceive that under the Act they had the power to 
moke a dividend, though they had the power to declares, dividend; and he said, 
that the Directors made the aforesaid dividends when there were not any clear 
profits on the undertaking, from the motive of satisfying the clamours of impa- 
tient and dissatisfied Proprietors. And that they were moreover induced to 
believe, from the progressive increase of the revenue, that it would be so con- 
siderable as to counterbalance all expenses inseparably connected with the 
Navigation. 

As this point was not farther contested by the other Direct o s, we think the 
Court were satisfied that they had no power to make such dist ibutions, and we 
believe they will not do so again. The total of the payments amounted to fifteen 
thousand five hundred pounds, of which fifteen thousand pounds were made in 
the two last years and an half’ so that with the interest of the loan, out of which 
they were paid, the burthen upon the Company, occasioned thereby, is of small 
proportional importance. 

The Proprietors have not any share in the immediate management of the 
business, it is committed solely to the Court of Directors, subject nevertheless 
to the control of the Company. They have for a fortnight previous to the 
annual election of' Directors, open access to the books, and a full state of the 
affairs of the Company, their receipts, expenditure and deficiency is contained 
in a paper laid by the Directory before the Company at their general meetings. 

As has happened upon all other Navigations in Ireland, their estimates have 
been calculated very much below the actual cost of their works: what the dif- 
ference was upon works executed under grants immediately from Parliament, we 
could not learn ; but we know that upon those works for which they contracted 
with our Board in 1801, the estimates amounted to ninety-five thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-six pounds seven shillings and ten pence, whereas the actual 
expenditure, proved by accounts attested-upon oath before ns, and supported by 
regular vouchers, amounted to one hundred and ninety-three thousand six hun- 
dred and eight pounds three shillings a, ml nine pence; and other works for 
which they had agreed with Parliament, and to finish which we did in the same 
contract oblige them, were at that time estimated at sixty-three thousand one 
hundred and thirty-six pounds fifteen shillings and three pence, and were in like 
manner las above described, proved to us to have cost one hundred and eleven 
thousand three hundred and twelve pounds seven shillings and seven pence. 

I he science and practice of Inland Navigations in this country were formerly 
hut little understood, and it is not a matter of wonder that in such variety 6t 
soils as is met with in Ireland, great errors should have been committed in the 
calculations for cutting through them. This Company did in the year 1804 
make strong and repeated representations to Government on this head, and 
although the terms of their contract did on our part, as on theirs, present an 
insuperable bar to our making an extension of the Grant, it gave them a just 
claim to future attention, which we did accordingly then hold out. 

It appears to us, that the Company have fairly expended the sums charged in 
die accounts upon the execution of their works, and have not applied any part 
of their receipts, either from public grants or from the monies they have received 
!>y subscription to their stock, by loan, or by their permanent revenue, to any 
irregular or unjustifiable purpose, except in the distribution of money under the 

190. B name 
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name of dividend, in which they improperly yielded to the clamours' of 'the 
poorer Proprietors. 

Considering then the portion of their income which they have given up to the 
Public by the reduction of their Tolls, it must be allowed that the Company 
have not received profit, from their undertaking, after twenty-two years labour 
and attention, and that the Public have received the whole advantage of tiie 
Navigation at reduced rates of Toll, upon Grants which fall very far short of the 
charge under which the Company now labours. If something be not done for 
their relief, by Parliament, the Company will entirely lose the whole of their 
subscriptions, and the Creditors will lose so much as may fall short on the sale or 
transfer of the Company’s Estate. 

In the course of their line, the Company being desirous to carry it by the town 
of Maynooth, crossed the river Rye by an aqueduct of very great, expense, and 
• did cut through quarries and beds of limestone rock for a considerable extent. 
We have repeatedly heard, that those very costly works might have been avoided, 
by carrying the line in a more northward direction ; but the engineer of the Com- 
.pany who laid out and executed those works being dead, we could not obtain 
precise information as to this point. But this error (if such it be) is generally 
supposed to have been one of the early causes of the Company’s embarrassments. 

They also met with great tracts of rock near Mullingar, but it is unnecessary 
to enter into detail of their unexpected difficulties : the exceedings upon their 
.estimates' sufficiently shew it. 

.The Company have struggled through great difficulties, and with extraordinary 
’exertions have reached the’ western extremity of their summit level, forty-six 
.Irish, upwards of fifty-eight English miles from Dublin, under the encouraging 
expectation of carrying forward their line, and opening it into the Shannon at 
Tarmonbarry, the expense whereof would be comparatively much lighter than 
of works they have done. But they now declare, that having been delayed so 
long by the opposition of the Grand Canal Company, during which time they 
were subject to the heavy interest upon their debt, without that extension of 
their trade and increase of income by which from their first institution they ex- 
.pected to receive some balance for their cost, they are now unable to proceed 
.with any line* unless by the extraordinary aid of Parliament. 

We must allow that, upon a strict enquiry into the prospects before tlVeiii, 
they have not any that give them a reasonable hope of speedy success, unless by 
, the gracious interposition of the Legislature. 

The Navigation is in the midst of its progress. The greatest difficulties of the 
.work have been surmounted. They have attained the farther extremity of their 
•summit level and supply ; and they have a descent the whole of their way to the 
Shannon ; and -consequently the easiest command of their levels. Whatever may 
be the fate of the Company, the Public have the benefit of a great Navigation 
through a fertile country, and with a capability of extension, from which, ulti- 
mately, most important improvement both to the adjoining country, and to ffic 
•income of the Canal, is fairly to be expected ; the suffering which to be checked, 
-or to fall into decay, might occasion serious prejudice to the interests of Great 
Britain and Ireland. The advantages of Inland Navigation, and the impediments 
•which attend their first introduction into a country, are too well understood to 
need the further dwelling upon the subject. . 

Whether the extension of their line to Tarmonbarry, with such reasonable aid 
..as had been intended, would in time have entirely replaced the deficiency, " e 
•cannot presume to fore tel (but we do not see that any other extension of then 
Navigation, gives any hope of approaching to the attainment of that object, -et 
considering that every extension proportionably increases the income upon the 
Canal in a duplicate or triple proportion, and considering that when it may be 
-opened to the Shannon, it will receive the produce of the confines of that r>vei 
between At h lone and Lough Allen, that it will at Lough Allen be open to ie 
-coal and iron mines, and that such a Navigation from Tarmonbarry to Du ) m 
would induce all the countries westward of that part of the river to .eomnnmica - 
with Tarmonbarry by roads from the interior, giving important encourage men 
to the counties of Roscommon, Mayo, Sligo, and Leitrim, and the more f0 ^‘. ® 
.countries most distant- from the metropolis ; we cannot say. that such an extensi - 
. would not have nearly approached to relieve the Company from their disties-^ 
At all .events it would be a measure of the ' highest- utility- to tins nation, an 
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‘ultimately of essential importance, to Great Britain. The effect of such a mea- 
sure, would extend at least thus far : the Canal would be of triple its present value ; 
the income would be very much increased, and alesserdegree of the supplies, which 
Parliament might be induced to give from the public purse, would be requisite. 
The Royal Canal Company opened with us the consideration of their extension 
from Coolnahay to Tarmon harry about three years ago. On a prospect of 

• success, they raised a loan more than sufficient, (with the aid proposed to be 
given. them) to carry on their work to. Baliymahon, or even to Tarmonbarry. 
From that time they have been paying an interest and annuity of about fifty 
thousand pounds a year, without the possibility of their improving their income 
in the line directed by the statute and their charter, and they have now no hope 

.but from the benevolence of Government, and the liberal disposition of Parlia- 
ment. We must add one observation more, that besides the very great expense 
which their extension from Thomastown to Coolnahay has cost them above the 

• rr r ant, they have sold to the Public a reduction of tolls, the annual amount of 
which is above one-third of their present revenue, an amount which must 
increase with every extension of their line towards larmonbarry, and without 
anv further expense of purchase by the Public. 

TheMemorial of the Company to Your Grace does not state any distinct pro- 
position for their relief; but having obtained Your Grace’s permission to com- 

■ municate to us the Memorial which they had requested Your Grace to cause to 
. be presented to Parliament, we have perused the same, and find that to a state- 
, meat of their case, nearly in the same words in which they have addressed their 

Memorial to Your Grace, they have added two General Requests, one offering 
to accede to any terms that may be thought reasonable to undertake the execu- 
tion of any line that shall be thought fit to be adopted, the Parliament paying 

• the expense thereof with the interest of their debt and the necessary expenses 
; of their establishment, until the funds of t he Company shall be sufficient for that 

purpose. By this we understand that the Company will undertake the tiouble , 
in consideration of their hopes that the income of the navigation will at some 
time so far exceed the expense as to. give them, at a future day a remuneration 
for. that -.trouble. • The other proposition contains an offer to dispose of then- 
property in the Royal Canal on such terms as may be agreed upon. 

Having requested the Directors, to state more precisely the terms upon which 

• they sought relief from Parliament, the Reverend Mr. Martin, Chairman of the 
Court, stated, that he understands that the most active and attending Directors 
are willing to complete their navigation to Tarmonbarry on the river Shannon, 
agreeably to their Charter and the Acts of Navigation, and upon the same terms 
that were generally understood to be agreed upon between the Directors General 
and that Company respecting the line from Coolnahay to Baliymahon. But the 
execution of that work having been so long delayed, the present circumstances 
of the Company are not such as to enable them to carry on that work now, with- 
out the further especial aid of Parliament as hereinafter mentioned ; viz. ‘ lliat 
Parliament may be pleased to give the Company aid, by raising money for them 
at a low interest, sufficient to discharge their debt, which now bears an interest 
..of six per cent, the Company being bound to pay Government their interest 
. upon that money, and to give also every security in their power for the principal. 

i he other circumstances upon which we pressed them to explain themselves 
further depending much upon conjecture, however probable, they did not choose 

■ to offer them in that solemn manner in which other information had been given 
to us; but the Reverend Robert Martin, Chairman, Colonel Henry Gore Sankey, 
Deputy Chairman, the Reverend John Barker, Jonathan Lynch, esq. and 
Henry Higginbotham, esq. being the number which make a Court of Directors, 
and who appeared to us to be active Members of that body, did make and sign 

-the following Statement, a copy of which will be found included with the 
evidence given before us on the 9'" of this month immediately following Mr. 
Martin’s testimony; viz. “ If this reduction of interest should take place, the 
“ total interest on the Company’s debt will be reduced to about forty thousand 
“ pounds per annum ; and by the evidence of the Pay Clerk given this day, the 
“ undersigned Directors conceive that the improvement in the income 0/ the 
“Canal in’ the next three’ years will enable them to pay ten thousand pounds 
‘‘ per annum in part of such interest; and that in every succeeding three 
‘ years the Company will be enabled to pay an additional proportion o. live 
‘ thousand pounds per annum, until the income shall be sufficient to dis- 
charge the entire interest. - In .consequence whereof, Government will oe re- 
]qo “ quested 
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“ quested Jo grant to the Company thirty thousand pounds a year for t lie first 
“ three years, twenty-five thousand pounds a year for the next three years, 
“ Jtvehtv thousand pounds a year for the ensuing three years, fifteen thousand 
‘‘ pounds a year for the following three years, ten thousand pounds a year for the 
“ three years after, and five thousand pounds a year for the last three years; 
“ within which time the Directors hope that the income of the Company will he 
“ sufficient to pay the entire interest of their debt.” Being asked by what 
means they proposed to pay the interest of any money which they might he 
obliged to raise to carry on their works to the Shannon, they answered, “ It is 
“ conceived that the improved income of the Company will be sufficient to pay 
“ the interest of such money, in addition to their engagement with Government.” 

From the General Account, it is to be observed, that for the first six years, no 
revenue was received. In the next year it was found necessary, as we have already 
mentioned, to stop the further payment of interest by making a distribution 
(calling it a dividend) of five shillings per cent. At this time the Navigation was 
open to Kilcock, a distance of about fifteen miles, and in the three following years 
produced near nine hundred pounds a year on an average. In the year 1799 it 
was opened to Newcastle, a distance of about twentv-one miles, when the income 
began to increase so as to produce near three thousand pounds a year before it was 
opened at Thomastown. In the year after it produced upwards of four thousand 
three hundred pounds; and being opened in 1806 to Mullingar, it produced in the 
subsequent year near ten thousand pounds; in 1808 about thirteen thousand 
pounds; in 1809 it fell to twelve thousand six hundred pounds (owing partly to 
the prohibition of the distillery and partly to a diminution on the passage trade). 
And the Canal being in that year opened to Coolnahay, the income in the year 
1810 was upwards of fifteen thousand pounds, independent of the loss of one 
thousand pounds suffered by the breach before-mentioned. This view of the 
actual increase of the income, upon an unfinished Navigation, twenty-four miles 
short of its ultimate purpose, tends to strengthen the opinion given bv Mr. Michael 
Ternan, the Pay Cleric and Collector upon the whole line ; whose office must have 
given him opportunities to form a judgment of the further improvements to be 
expected in the trade, from the nature of the country and the interests and dispo- 
sitions of its inhabitants. 

According to his evidence, the use and advantage of the Navigation are better 
understood, and more people are engaging in the business. The spirit of agricul- 
ture is rising in the country ; lands beyond Coolnahay, the extremity of the 
Canal, are breaking up for tillage ; and the stores at the Broad Stone are become 
insufficient. His opinion of the benefits to be expected from the Company’s line 
being extended to Bally m'ahon and Tarmonbarry is very strong. 

Math w Bathurst, esquire, who was in the army, and is now largely engaged in 
a partnership in business on the Canal, corroborates the evidence of Mr. Ternan. 
He represents the trade to be in a most promising state of increase, of which he 
gives examples in his own experience. 

The evidence of Mr. Arthur Richard Nevill applies to a comparison betwen the 
line to Tarmonbarry and the others which the Grand Canal Company desire to 
be carried by the Royal Canal Company from Thomastown to Rooskey, Lough 
Allen, and Lough Erne. It proves the decided preference due to the Tarmonbarry 
line. He attested before us, on oath, the truth of the Report made by him to 
the Royal Canal Company in the month of August last, a printed copy whereof 
is herewith transmitted, and will be found particular in its details. Mr. Jones s 
Report, on the same sheet, was attested on oath before Colonel Sankey. 

We herewith humbly lay before Your Grace copies of the evidence given be- 
fore us, and of several attested Accounts presented to us by order of the Directors, 
of which we have added a Schedule. 

The whole is humbly submitted to Your Grace’s consideration, with the utmost 
duty and respect. 

By Your Grace's most obedient 

And most faithful humble Servants, 

S. HAMILTON, 

HANS BLACKWOOD, 
ROBERT RUTTLEDGE. 
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APPENDIX. 



No. l. Evidence-given to The Directors General of Inland Navigation 
state of the Aflairs of The Royal Canal Company. ° 



t their enquiry into the 



No. 2. Royal Canal Account , from the Commencement in 1789, and ending December .810. 
No. 3. — Royal Canal Expenditure, 18-10. 



° fSt0Cki *—**-*7 Grants, and Revenue ; to Do- 



No. 5 —' Royal Canal Account- of Subscription of £. 70,000. Stock. 






—No. 1.- 






■Jonathan Lynch, esq. Directors of the Royal Canal Company. ’ J Batchelor . es 1 - and 



i'IARK KERR, Esq. Secretary to the Company • Strom. 

It H 4 T situation do you hold under the Company > — Secretary -.,,,1 a- . 

How long have'you filled those siluatiomrf— I was 'first aDooimerl ■’ „ 

>794 i and m October r 79 S I was appointed SecreSry ’<? Mmh 
Wi. ad in e J Ch , ar S e 0f tlle house from .May preceding kneeled to act as Secretary 

Vi no tilled those stations prior to vour annnintmpnf ? j. „ <• . 

the Company, Mr. GladweS was appointed Secreta y in JT. u 5 » 33 ° f 
capacity -until his death in the latter Dart of i- n j f,™ i 7 - acted 111 that 

l/M, from which time I brought up the Accounts until my appointment in Mm-rf m/ 0 ” 

of aiiToSr’3;LT. ap sras t ziuhfr tary A r ua ir- pat ht ° ti,e 

Company 1 -AU bool. *• 

‘ be C °« **** and have J. 

OotobeTr^sl “ P 3 in00, ' porate “»der the Charter ?_0„ the ntSth of 

0- Company ,0 carry on the 



Mark Kerr, Esq 



• Hom , Tr m 8 , — n uuurea rnousanci. pounds. 

four thnncQ S 1 * Two hundred thousand Pounds to be made up ?— One hundred and 

P°“ n * hy Subscription.; the names of thc SubLribertS their "e S pec*e 
Parliamentary 0,3“ annexed t0 <*“ Charter; and sixty-six thousand pounds was by a 



thirty- 



■p , 'ptions, appei 

parliamentary grant. - * — »j- « 

benef,t ° f ■ the Pariiam “‘^ do. 

E-ered to the* ft* 1 ? 1 to "“.Company- atonce?-No, they were not, they 

G®missio„S of*mp3Eulr P< f tl0n “ aS W"* >**>« tg 

tlebe°L«°nn 3 tfto“ Am“ d f) bat E ? rliam ? n ‘fy S™ M “» 'he Navigation, and receive the 



Jo ’'hole. of. with sell at par i-They did not ; on the sale of 

pounds, ten shilling, aid ’thre^S.” hye tnousand seven hundred and fifty- 



From 
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Fr ; m th e day of the grant, were the Company entitled to interest on those debentures!- 

I think not. n f one hundred and thirty-four thousand pounds 

In what mode was the ^ebft in ewh.' 

paid by the Subscribers to the Comp . , ■ > ; _ sir William Gleadowe Newcomen. 

of one hundred and thirty-four thousand pounds fully 

t 

sixty-six thousand .pounds granted J>^J d . and nJ t her sum of seven thousand and 

s^SSsSHt^e? a— — 

try thp Pmnnanv is Mr. J. Alexander J ones. 

Who is your directing Engineer t- John Rennie, esq. 



Mark Kerr. 



Royal Canal House, 21st March, 1811. 

PRESENT, Honourable Hai« Blackwoo^ Rober^Rutdedge, esq^Dire<dor^General^; 

Examination of Mr. Kerr, continued. . , 

as sanctioned by Act of Parliament. , . t ,_ tJ „ t0 December 1795, when a small 

How long did you continue to paythat the Company to discontinue the interest, 
dividend was made, for the purpose f = ri Company acted !— Under the orders of 

Under whh, restrictions have g the Engmeemot tlmCo^ | we „ „ aU the other officers 

the Court ol ® ,re< f°i ' °“ 3 j ai ° not aware whether they were sworn or not. 
W WlmTJ r r Engtoeer P who laid out your line from the commencements con- 

Ce 'ca'n ^yoii ascertain how far the ^^l^^a^d^mne'works^betwMn^^^aud 

S^n^S^t^^Sise portion of the Cana, was ffinshed 

difficulties arise in the 

to BenbePs town, which increased ^^excense Greatly exceeded, the estimates, in con- 

J1XS& wA“’s urn was raised for the purpose of building dock, 

nt the north wall adjoining the Liffey. , docks ? — A part of that 

At Was' that sum of^. 3 o%o “JP^tedtoAejw^ .J the Corn- 

sum, amounting to about 16,000, was expended expenditure before the Com- 

mnv received £.7,500 from Government, on proving P , , the remainder of 

to the general purposes of the Navigation. g ir W . G. Newcomen 

How was that loan of £. 30,000 negotiated 1 — By a P ro f““‘ 1 h 17 oe, 25 * 6e I>- 
raiments ofX S^thof Da- 



to pmy that sum by instalments of £. &*&<*,?*, 

CrfSS This annuity, i 



Sm^tarwiffi an mmnity 0^*00 
othen ise Armitage Cbadotte Shaw, and Caroline Shaw 1 hi, a nnmty, 1 co 

co^. 

of completing the Canal to Kilcock. J * « M 
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these debentures was for paying the above interest, and the balance expended in carrying 
on the works of the Canal generally. 

How was the loan of ,£.61,450 in the year 1796 raised, and' for what purpose? — ,£.40,000 
of this loan was raised by debentures at £. 90 per cent, bearing an interest of six per cent., 
the remainder was raised at different times, and at different rates, leaving a loss upon the 
whole of about £. 9,000., and was applied for the general purposes of the Navigation. 

(Signed) Mark Kerr. 



Royal Canal House, 22d March 1811. 

PRESENT, — Hon. Hans Blackwood, Robert liuttledge, esq. Directors General ; the 
Rev. Doctor Martin, the Rev. Mr. Barker, Col. Sankey, Mr. Alderman King, Jonathan 
Lvnch, esq. Directors of the Royal Canal Company, 

Examination of Mr. Kerr, continued. 

For what purpose was the Stock of the Company increased £.30,000 in year 1797 * 

F or the purpose of completing the Canal from Kilcock to Cloncurry, a distance of about 

four miles. 

What sum was actually raised by the increase of that stock? — A sum of£. 10,000, by the 
issuins; stock debentures at the rate of £.33. 6. 8. per cent, for which the Subscribers could 
receive no benefit until a dividend should be made. 

Was all the money of the Company expended before they raised that£. 10,000? — It was 
the want of funds that made them increase their stock. at that period. 

Was the Subscription rapidly filled up by the members of the Corporation ? — It was filled 
up, but 1 cannot say rapidly. 

Did the Company add to their stock at any future period after 1797?— In the year 1799 
they made an addition to the stock of £.70,000, by issuing stock debentures at the rate of 
£.40 per cent., by which a sum of £. 28,000 was raised. 

~ Was this increase of stock offered to the public at large, or confined to the Subscribers ? 
—I conceive from the plan for raising this increase of Stock, it was intended to be confined 
to the Subscribers, but some individuals, who were not members of the Company, and who 
had claims on the Company for notes and interest, due to them, and which were allowed to 
them in payment of their Subscription at the rate set forth, were allowed to subscribe. A large 
portion of this Subscription was not subscribed to, and was sold in the year following by 
auction in the Royal Canal Company’s house, ancl produced an increase of £.964. 8. lo, 
which advance in price I attribute to a rumour that it was the intention of Government 
either to take the Canal into their own hands, or make very liberal grants to complete the 
Navigation. 

Do you believe, if the whole of that stock had been offered to the public, or had been sold 
by auction in the year 1799, it would have produced a larger sum than £. 28,964. 8. 10? 

1 do not, as otherwise the Subscription would have been entirely filled up. 

Why was the lcian of £. 142,90b in the year 1801, raised by debentures at six per 
cent., and for what purpose ? — For the purpose of carrying on the works, and paying other 
•demands due by the Company. 

What did those debentures produce in cash to the Company ? — A sum of £.100,048. 5. 
■leaving a loss-of£. 42,8^1. 15. 

Why was the loan of £.91,000 in the year 1803, raised by debentures at six per cent., 
and for what purpose? — The same answer applies to this question as to the former; the pro- 
duce of this loan was£. 77. 5. for each debenture, producing a sum of £70,297. 10. leaving a 
loss of £. 20,702. 10. 

For what purpose was the sum of £. 1 1 ,800 raised by debentures of six per cent, in the year 
1804; also £.83,650 in like debentures in the year 1805 ; and what did they produce in 
■cash to the Company ? — For the purpose of carrying on the works, and for paying other 
•various demands on the Company. These two loans produced the sum of £. 83,034. 11.9. 
■leaving a loss of ,£. 12,415. 8. 3. ’ 

For what purpose was the sum of £• i 55 > 200 ralse( I by debentuies of 6 pei cent, in the 
year 1806, and what did they produce in cash to the Company ?— For the purpose of carry- 
ing on the various works on the Navigation, and for paying other demands on the Company, 
debentures were issued in February 1806, to the amount of £. 64,400, bearing an interest of 
six per cent - ., and in September following £.90,800, producing a net sum to the Company of 
£.144,915. 16. 3, leaving a loss upon the whole of £.10,284. 3. 9. 

Fur what purpose was the loan of £.76,000 raised by debentures in 1807, bearing an 
interest of six per cent. ; and what did they produce to the Company ? — For carrying on the 
works, and for the general purposes of the undertaking. They produced £.74,994. 10. by 

sarious sales made in the public market, leaving a loss of £.1,005. 10 - 

For what purposes were the following Loans by debentures, bearing an interest of six per 
cent, raised, via. 

In 1808 - - £.4 9,600 1 Total 

-1809 - - 79 - 9 °° (£■ H°A 5 °- 

, -1810 - - 10,950) 

and what did they produce to the Company ?•— For carrying on the works, and for the general 
purposes of the Undertaking; and for dividing, — 

In 1808, one per cent, upon the stock, making £. 3 > 00 °* 
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Mark Ken, Esq. In 1809, two per cent, - - making £. 6,000 ; and 

In a 810, two per cent. - - making - 6,000. 

Those Loans produced, by sales in the public market, £. 140,830. 8. 9, leaving a profit of 

W hat is the amount of outstanding debentures issued at four per cent, and issued at su- 
per cent, ? — .£. 30,000 at four per cent., arid £. 812,550, at six per cent. 

(Signed) Mark Ken. 



Royal Canal House, 231 March 1811. 

PRESENT, — Honourable -Hans Blackwood, Robert Ruttledge, esq. Directors General- 
the Rev. Doctor Martin, Rev. Mr. Barker, Colonel Sankey, Mr. Alderman Kino-’ 
Jonathan Lynch, esq. Directors of the Iloj’.al Canal Company.' 37 

Examination of Mr. Kerr, continued. 

What is the amount of the annual interest paid by the Company upon the outstanding 
debentures at 4 per cent, and at 6 per cent .?— £. 1,200 per annum on the Loan at. 4 per- 
cent. and <£.48,4-24. 10. per annum on the Loans at 6 per cent, making a total of <£.49,624. i 0 
and that interest is discharged to the 24 ,h December last. 

Are there any other annual charges upon the Company, in consequence of money beino- 
borrowed, or addition of stock, which does not appear under the head of interest ?— On the 
issue of 4 per cent, debentures in 1792,10 the amount of £. 30,000, there was an annuity 
granted of <£.200 a year for three lives, which I believe are all in being, and which to the 
25'h of December last amounted to £. 3,700 ; and in the year 1799, a further annuity of 
ot. 490 for ten years was given to the Subscribers on the increased" stock of £. 70,000 and 
which ceased, in March 1809. The whole amount. paid by this stock annuity was <£. 4,000. 

What loss was sustained to the Company, upon the addition made to their stock of 

<£.30,000, in 1797 ? — A loss of £. 20,000. the stock having been issued at £. 33. 6. 8. per 

cent, producing a net sum to the Company of £. 10,000. • • r 

What loss was sustained to the Company upon the addition made to their stock of 

<£.70,000, in the year 1799? — A loss of 41,035. 11. 2, producing to the Company a net 

sum of £. 28,964. 8. 10. The particulars of this transaction will be explained by an account 
handed in. 

Has the Company .made any dividend since their commencement ?— They have made 
dividends ; namely, 

In 1796, a dividend . was made on their capital stock of £ per cent, amounting to <£. 500 
In 1808, a dividend was made of 1 per cent, for the half year ending the 25 th 
December, upon the capital stock of the Company, being <£.300,000, amounting to 3,000 
In 1809, a li ke dividend took place for each half-year, amounting.to - - 6,000 

And in 1810, a like dividend, amounting to - _ _ g 000 

.Amounting, in the whole, to - 15,500 

What . was the cause of so small a dividend as 5 s. being made in the year 1796? — This 
dividend was made in order to stop the interest which the Company was liable to, agreeably 
to the rules of the Royal Canal Company, which they made under the powers of their 
Charter, until a dividend should take place ; and this dividend was not continued. 

Was that interest, which the dividend of | per cent, was made to stop the payment of, 
principally to be paid.to the individual members of the Company ?— It was totally.; and that' 
interest, if continued, would have amounted to £. 8,040. a year. 

Was it out of the net profits of the Company’s trade that the dividend of one pound 
took place; in 1808, amounting to £. 3,000.; in .1809, to 6,000; in 1810, to 6,000?— It 
w as not out of the net profits of the Company’s trade, as their income is far short of the 
payment of their interest. 

(By the Reverend John Barker, one of the Royal Canal Directors) — Was the sum, paid 
by annual dividend to the Company, equal to the amount of the annual interest which the 
Company relinquished in 1796 ? — No, it was not, the Interest amounted to 8,040 a vear, 
and the dividend made, to £. 6,000 a year. 

What payments come. under the head of Establishment ?•— Officers salaries, including the. 
Officers in Dublin, and on the line throughout, Engineers, Surveyors ; &c. and the amount 
in each year will appear by the general account handed in, .the total of which, from the 
commencement, amounts to £. 34,585. 9. 4. 

"fcWhat payments come under the head of Permanent Expenditure ? — Lock-keepers, Con- 
tractors for drawing Passage-boats, rent of the Company’s house in Dublin, and rent of 
concerns on Constitution Hill, or Broad Stone. 

What is the cause of the great increase of the Permanent Expenditure in the latter years, 
say from r8o6 to 1810 ? — That increase has been chiefly owing to the expense, of drawing, 
Passage -boats, the navigation having opened in December i8o6, to Mullingar; and owing 
.to the increase of two additional Passage-boats in March 1807. 

What payments come under the the head of Temporary Expenditure ?— The execution o; 
the works in general, the interest that was paid to the Subscribers on the original stock 
until it ceased, when the dividend of 5 s. was made in 1796 ; interest on money borrowed at 
different periods, not funded, but of a temporary nature ; and the Joss on the subscription' 
of stock, and the various loans ; and. the Coach Establishment, running from Mullingar to 
Boyle, and from Mullingar to Ballinasloe. 

What 
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3\ n, are the receipts under the head of Permanent Revenue? — Those arising from P M 1 v 

ETSp^SSte £ ■ 693 "• 6 - lteLa ■*& 

and m the latter part of 1 809, Coaches were run froin Mullingal to aSfflf*" ^ * 

creasSf fnce SISwrft'S* Hhn? tt^Com ^ *+ *"*>? - 
been in some degree realized ’ m P an 3 s expectations have 

c^^r^^tte^ !omedesre ^r^ he 

for conveying the Passengers to and from the Hn-its ai f°\ ruamn 8 t * le f° m Coaches 

under a penalty to give a preference to the Bmf P-K=-. no i’ * n ^ ontractols are bound 
concerned with the Coaches than before meiitioncd. aSSen ^ erS ' ** ■» »>M« 

(Signed) Mark Kerr. 



Royal Canal House, 28 th March 1811 
Examination of Mr. Kerr, continued. 

- of theCourt^f Directors ** ^ Ca ” a ‘ P °^ “" d “ Cted the management 

ed from Sc r,!m Ct ° rS ^ OT d ? att “ d "M*o« emolument ?-They attend- 

annually? They are annually elected by a 

affuhs'ofMjg^Q^^ ^^ijr^ers concerned in, or connected with ,l,e management of the 
■ “alings at the annual rim oTm"’ .“PProve or disapprove of their pro- 

'» the Company the , We f the iS 3 A 7 '? *•»> the Directors report 

approving of the recommend ^ a so have tiie power of approving or dis- 

11 'alters as the DiiMSf ondations of the Directors for raising money, or such other 
have like powers. before them 5 and at all other General Meetings they 

period 6XCeeded ihe po ' vcrs ~ *“ 

dh, ttf 1,1 for 3 Loan - Loaas ’ ^ *« 

f an fora„y‘S C 7 e S i] a L aay P 7 lod cal ' "P on the Company at large to justify or indemnify 
Routes afCm SX. a “ ?°‘ >™« that they dfd ; bul on i-efelenoe 
a^tors/bSdSrM^* ntoembt-r 1801, Charges were brought S “ 
>ks b^ewtacl ?i M ' mbersot *= Company, relative to the raisingmonf lettinn 
0 |ilc f', s ’.“" d «*« matters, af will appear bf 
,00.' times, "Inch shall bo banded m ; and from which it will apprar, that 
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, 4 (Ireland,} Rn ' ^ appioved of by .he Company, and a vote of 

MarkKar^- “S by a ^orhy 



ants passed by a majority of 1 5* aft „ the Directors received the approbation of 

Did any and what proceedings take iM " f h .„ d February, 4* “ nd 2i . d °‘ M f ct ' 
the Company at largely- 1 find ^ b^lnvm members of the Company against certain 
,80a, that ai. Information was fl ed b> »• f K; ,, Bench, 1,1 consequence of 

L „(-• Pnnrt of Directors m tne v™ 11 , , A = „p TU mutes shall be 

members of the Com it or n f da 



members of the Couit ° tV^ Defendants succeeded. A copy 

ImbdetT m^togethe? whh a copy f ftomParliament, for the purpose of assisting 

Did the Company 



of those Minutes shall be 



them in carrying on the Navigation, than thp origm^ argi^ unde ; a ’ n A6t of Parliament 
J 7 -00 for the Docks ?— They did; they -'f^nthe' Com nan v should divide 10 per cent, 
fjsedin .798 by wav of Loan, to he repmd Lfitag the Company to carry 

Spon .hrir'ltodk, in 5 per cent, debentures, which 

on their biavigatffln to 1 6. leaving aloss of £-r,6*7- '4' . 

produced the_smn ot £■ 3,? • 5 ^ wbat f urt her sums to enable 



moduced die stun of £.^- 5- “•^fattather sums to enable them to cany on 
Have the Company obtained any and what tort Government, m conse- 

^ ^ " “ ““ 
, Ot a con_ „ _ . „„, d Contract, . Mark Kerr. 



‘pZof LTSs, as stated in said Contract. 



(Signed) 



Royal Canal House, 4th April 1S11. 

' PRFSHNT,-*i#.t honourable f ^ 

-* Directors of theEoy 

^ Kerr attests a Royal Canal Account, from the Commencement in .7S9, and 

^^you' believe it to be a true ftomldadmmenrf^^dd^om). 

£^4,000 made up by Subscription .-It was. 



ilJ^^ietr^bividendmade of 5 P« «“• « ^ 



lid? — It was made ^ a and was made for the purpose 

Wkut was that interest per cent.. ^ 1X P ,. - rpn t D 



was tiS interest per cent . pa id ?-By a 



rfe^^^ 8 ^' 3O,O0Oi Wh, ““' 

did each Subscriber “f ^°“ her addition made of £. J°,o°o t 



ment. 



• .100 share in that stock ? *&.. 33 - q ’ ^ stock . what sum 

“ftK yaar'l 799/ there was another addition made o^, 70,0 :J 

d each Subscriber pay for » >-i 
I n the vear 1810, there ' 



there was anotner aauiuun » r • 

<£5 Subscriber pay for “ *f 0 fto'Jfa per cent.; was that dividend 

- nr 

- .eses “ p ”“ 

*» *» sto k 1 9 - 

had the Company to mahe *i power rf 

the 43^ oC Oeovge Hoc a i^eU _ ^ we ccmc ^ 



ot ueoigo tiic »■ — 

sum of the clear profits to be divided, individual members, which was m 

10 ,h,s ITU 



„ of the Court of Directors; Sworn. 



The Rev Da. Mautis, Chairman of the Couro ,. yidc „ ds i„ the ye»» 
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ins? — I’rom a motive of silencing the clamours of impatient and dissatisfied Proprietors; Roy. Dr. Martin* 

and they were moreover induced to believe, from the progressive increase of the revenue, ‘ 

that they would be able to, continue, or perhaps even increase the dividend. 

Have you reason to expect that your permanent revenue will increase? — I do not see 
any clear prospect of a considerable increase ; what I mean by considerable increase, is such 
an increase as would counterbalance the payment of interest of debt, and till expenses 
inseparably connected with the Navigation. 

What authority do you conceive the Directors had to make a dividend ? — I do not 
conceive that under the Act they had the power to make a dividend, though they had the 
power to declare a dividend. * (Signed) Robert Martin. 



Royal Canal House, 5th April 1811. 

PRESENT, — Right hon. Sackville Hamilton, Honourable Hans Blackwood, Robert 
R-uttledge, esq. Directors General ; the Rev. Dr. Martin, Rev. Mr. Barker, Col. Sankey, 
Jonathan Lynch, esq. and William Crosbie, esq. Directors of the Royal Canal Company. 

Mr. Kerr handed in a copy of Proceedings of the Royal Canal Company, of 17th October 
and 4th December 1801, 22d February, 4th and 22d March 1802 ; — Also, a Table 
of Stock, Loans, Parliamentary Grants and Revenue to 31st December 1810; — 
Also, an Account of the Parliamentary Grant of £.66,000;— Also, an Account of 
Passage-boats and Hotels ;— Also, an Account of the subscription of £.70,000 Stock ; 
— Also, an Account of Expenditure on Docks in the North Lots ; — Also, Royal 
Canal Expenditure 1807, 1808 and 1800, Charge of Establishment, Permanent 
Expenditure, and Temporary Expenditure; — Also, Statement and Extracts from 
the Minute Books respecting the issue of Stock and Loan Debentures: — All which 
Mr. Kerr attested. 

Doctor Martin's Examination, resumed. 

In the Company’s Memorial to the Lord Lieutenant, it is stated, that % the Act of 
Parliament were left to the discretion of the Royal Canal Company those deviations which 
unforeseen circumstances might from time to time suggest; in what part of the Statute do 
you shew these deviations permitted ? — I conceive the Company authorized, through the 
recommendation of their Engineer, to make such deviations as tend to economy, adhering- 
still to that distance from the Grand Canal prescribed by Act of Parliament ; viz. four miles. 

(Signed) Robert Martin. 



William Crosbie, Esq. Sworn. 

In the transaction '.of the original subscription, was there a payment made of any, and 
what sum per cent, as interest upon tlie stock subscribed? — The subscription was made by 
instalments; and upon each instalment being paid in, an interest accrued on it of £.£. per 
cent, which was paid, or allowed, in a loan afterwards raised. 

Under what authority was that interest paid, or allowed? — I cannot immediately recollect 
whether it was under the Statute, under the Charter, or any other authority, unless it was 
by order of the Company, by which the Directors conceived themselves authorized to act. 

(By Colonel Sankey.)' Was it notified, or did the subscriber understand, when he put 
down his name, that he was to receive legal interest for his money until such time as the 
state of the Company’s affairs would warrant a dividend ? — I believe that the subscribers 
were so informed by the late Mr. Binns, who was the person who was the principal promoter 
of the Royal Canal, and who induced me to become a subscriber. 

(By the same.) Do you believe that the promise so held out was the cause of many 
persons becoming subscribers ?— I do believe it was ; and the properties of widows and 
children were vested in that stock, it being considered a good security lor the interest, until 
a dividend could be made, which was expected to exceed the interest ol £. 6. per cent. 

(By Mr. Barker.) ' Did a subscription take place prior to getting the Charter? — L believe 
it did ; and a deposit of £. 1 per cent, made thereon. 

(By Colonel Sankey.) Did you hear that it was held out by the gentlemen proposing 
tlie scheme, that it was the practice in England to give interest on the stock until tiie affairs 
of the Company would afford a dividend? — f did, by some Companies formed previous to 
the Royal Canal Company. 

(By Mr. BarkerJ. Were Government aware, or was it generally known, that the pro- 
prietors were to receive interest until the Company should make a dividend ? — I cannot say 
whether Government knew it ; but I believe all the subscribers knew it, as it was a public 
transaction. 

What do you understand by dividend? — A dividend of the -profits. 

Do you mean the clear profits ?—M do. 

Were the subscriptions made at the foot of any paper, expressing the terms of such 
subscription ? — I cannot say. 

Can you name any part icular canal in England upon which interest was given upon the 
stock, previous to a dividend ? — I cannot. 

(Signed) William Crosbie. 
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. Royal Canal House, 6th April 1811. 

PRESENT, — Right lion. Sackville Hamilton, Hon. Hans Blackwood, Robert Ruttledo-e. 
esq. Directors General; the Rev. Dr. Martin, Rev. Mr; Barker, CoLSankey, and Jonathan 
Lynch, esq. Directors, of the Royal Canal Company. 

Mr. Mich. Ternan. Mr. Mich. Ter nan ; Sworn. 

* ^ Wh.it i.s your office tunder -the' Company? — Pay Clerk, and Collector of Tolls upon the 

^ whole line. 

Are you well acquamted-vvith the business and nature of- the trade upon the whole line ? 

I conceive I am. 

What establishments for trade are set up, upon .the line? — There are some good 

■ warehouses built by the Company, at.: M ullingar ; there is also a good warehouse- or store 
.at Newcastle,, built by the Company: there is another store built by the Company-, at 
Thomastown; a. wooden store at Colnahay, built, by the Coiiipany ; and, in the Harbour. of 
' Dublin, there are two wooden and one stone store, divided into two parts, built by the Com- 

; pany ; there are also three very large stone -stores, built by a Mr. George Knowles, who has 
set them to persons in the. boating trade. Mr. Brennan, one of the boat owners, has a store 
• near Bellasport ; there is also another store near the Boyne Aqueduct, occupied by Messrs. 
- Winter and Bathurst, boat owners, trading. on the line ; Mr. Pat. Carroll, has also covenanted 
to build another store and store-yard, near Leixlip ; and the Company have another large 
■ store adjoining the Lift’ey. 

Are all those stores occupied in .the trade , of the Canal.?— All except the last-mentioned 
. one, which may hereafter be occupied in the trade of the Canal. 

Do you know of any establishments that are expected to be added to those mentioned? — • 
.Enquiries have, been, made from me, which make me believe that there will be stores built at 
. the Breed. Stone,, by individuals, as the stores there are not sufficient for the business : and 
, as the trade increases, which I think it will, more stores will be wanted. 

Do you know of any Factors employed in the neighbourhood of the Canal, to purchase 
corn or other articles for the trade, of the Navigation ? — I don’t know the individuals ; but f 
have heard and believe, there are such persons employed ; and I know of three or four per- 
, sons, and I believe there are more, who are in the constant habit of going about the country, 
.purchasing from- the farmers at their haggards, corn and other articles, principally potatoes, 

.- which- they send by the Canal to Dublin. 

What mills .are. established on the line of the Canal, or its neighbourhood ? — There is oi 
flour mill near Thomastown ; there is another at Coola, about four or five miles from Mul- 
. lingar; another mill, near Clonard ; another at Rathamey, near Thomastown. Not being 
: aware of this examination, I have, not made particular enquiry upon this subject.; but I be- 
; lieve there are other mills in the neighbourhood of the Canal, but I cannot say whether their 
produce is or is not carried upon the Canal. 

Can you say, from what particular store or mill any loading of corn or flour is brought to 
Dublin ? — I can tell, from what store the corn’ is brought, but cannot tell from what mill the 
, flour is brought ; the pass only states the place whcre'the goods are taken into the boat. 

Is the general appearance of the country through which the Canal runs, fertile or barren ?— 

. In general it is very fertile. 

1 What extent of bog does the Canal run through ? — The bog is very little in comparison 
, to the fertile land through which the Canal passes. 

What is the extent of that bog? — I cannot say ; but the quantity is comparatively so 
small, that I think it. will be an ad vantage to the Canal, its passing through these bogs, rather 

■ than an injury ; and I understand that an application is now under the contemplation of the 
Directors from Messrs. Guinness & Co, upon this subject, a copy of .which, the Directors 

, have said, shall be laid before you. 

Do you consider the trade, and consequently the income of the Canal, to be in. a state of 
progressive improvement? — I do think so. 

Do you perceive that the people of the country, as they become acquainted .with the ad- 

■ vantages of the Navigation, more frequently make use of it; — I do; otherwise the revenue 
-would not have increased. 

In the year 1808, the amount of the revenue was £.13,021. 16. 5; in the year 1809, i-t 
was no more than .£.12,599. °* 5 i can you account for that decrease r^-Great quantities of 
corn are brought by the Canal for distilleries ; and-the distillery. having been prohibited by 
law, as well as I recollect, from June 180S to March tSio, -was, I believe, the cause of a part 
of that decrease, and the rest was by a diminution of £. 268. 1 1. 5! in the passage trade. 

Is the income from the passage .trade increasing or diminishing? — It increased last 
year. 

(Signed) Mich. Tertian . 



Arthur. Richard Neville, Esq. Sworn. 

What is your . profession ? — Surveyor of lands. 

In that occupation have you been employed to ascertain the value of land that you have 
surveyed ? — I have often been so employed. 

.What were the lines, that you were desired by the Royal Canal Company ?— Maps were 

given 
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given to me by the Royal Canal Directors, of lines from Thomastown to Portenure • fn 
Portenuie to Iseiturbet and Lough Erne, and from Portenure to Loueh Allen 
lor what purpose did you view those lines ?-For the purpose of ascertaining the nature 
s0 f the country through winch the lines run, and the local advantages they afford? 

Did vou lor the like purpose view the line from Tarmonburv to Coolnahay ?— i did twice 
What is your opinion of the comparative advantage of this line and of the other lines 
which you viewed. It is a more fertile country with regard to wheat and oats, more no. 



pulous and of a better description -than the other lines from Thomas! c 



o rthe , r P artlculai 0 s 1 de f ire , t0 refer to my Report to the Directors of the Royal Canal, 
dated the 2d August 1810, which contains a true statement as therein made. 

(Sighed) A. R. Nevill. 



Matthew Bathurst Esq. Sworn. 

«r^ i "*^r MCtea “ kh lhe R ° yal CanaI - “ d in " batb “— M ■*-. living 

Boats’ Twin hT y °" ' ! ~ Mr ' Samuel , Win,w * » pnrtnerahip with me, and we have five 
coats, ot which tour are 111 constant trade. 

Of what burthen are they ?-From 50 to 60 tons. 

appear to you to be increasing or in a flourishing 
f 1 think it is, we have found it particularly so in the last year b 

-from what circumstances do von form :>n nnlninn r»C it'.. I.. 



state 



l- 1 . > JUUUU 11 poiucuiariy so in me last year. 

In a Tei meo‘i lrCU ? 1Stan , < i! S °P mion ° f fcrther prosperity and increasei- 
im a he J ? J r ,Jin tbe traiJ ers ae,|n,nng a better knowledge of business, and conduct- 

Sw to miv^.7T enCe0fthe ®T a W hea f >neSS " f “"»> titan of land 

uiorcdt, , m,m f ‘‘J 1 tttt have given up their business from Mullingar, and others of the 

Aret here C ° Unt ' y sU i P at 41 "" d shi P their goods upon the Canal, 

e tliue an, depots upon or in the neighbourhood of the, Canal®— There are a few 

it will we h aRy re “ SO '. 1 ‘S’”* * hat *» "" mbel ' *o» " ill increase l_I rather stt'ppose 

Bov S t'hs are ‘i 1 bU,lt *,"«!“ Mnlllngar, and mtother a, the aqaedue. ovifthe 

blHld “ otte “ Bally na, about midway between 

W^p" tonlm^e,“ ny ? tber pe,SOns bave . slmilar intentions f-At present I do not 
<B, Uoctof Marhn v P n ’ ^ “* sta,tll *S “P ln H» bwiiw, iron, day to day. 

™«hy af Lm ' "^iem J many persons employed in different parts of the 

Wat 800* 10 iorward by the Canal f-1 understand 'there are a 

as not to require it • the nt ''/'f P elson j as iac tors, hut no find our business so increased 
i «'0 more ires ^ *« il — “ b ‘ •***“ to 

(Signed) Matthew Bathurst. 



p-r.-, t Royal Canal House, 9th April 1811. 

ledge, (‘so ^ - Il0n ', Seville Hamilton, Hon. Hans Blackwood, Robert Rutt- 



^atlaaLynlh Sn° 1S ^' leral ’> r7 Rev ' ])oclor Martin, Rev. Mr. Barker, Col. Sankey Jo- 
190. 3 ; q ' and Hem '^ Higginbotham, esq. Directors of the Roval Canal Company. 

F M 



om Arthur Richard 
Vital. 



po- 

'i'hotnastowngo Lough Erne is about twice as long as that taSS^tJ 
rom Loolnahay to Lough Allen about three times as lon* r 



.and tiie line from (Joolnahay to Lough Alien about three times as long 

What is the general nature of the country from Thomastown to Portenure?— After passing 
Lillucan to i or tenure, the country appeared to me to be a light soil, with a number of turf 
■bogs, and by inspection of the map it will appear by the windings to be a circuitous and riii- 
.hcuh line, and uncommon pains must, have been taken to find a line ; and whether the line 
■on the map tie or be impracticable, I cannot say. 

Do you consider that that line offers considerable local advantages 1 — I do not for in the 
progress ot my examination the country seemed to be poor; the people also poor holdinw 
smal quantities ot ground, no sites for mills or bleach greens with sufimient water ’ ' ° 

VV hat observations occurred to you upon the line from Portenure to Lough Erne i— From 
1 ,u Edieshundra, there appeared to me to be a most difficult lme, rnmih,.. thromdi 

a barren rocky country with little or no advantage upon that part of the line ■ from Kb;,- 
s tundra to Belt,,, bet and Long,, Erne is a light corn and pasture con, „ry, with a difficulty 
about Belturbetfiom a rocky bottom; and the whole line from Thomastown to Leu eh 
would, in my opinion, be very diftcultand attended with a monstrous expense. 

« nut observations appeared to you upon the line from Portenure to Lough Allen J— From 
•Portenure to Mphtll it tuns through a most unproductive and barren country and I can- 
not perceive any advantage whatever to be had from the hue, hardly one v m in ten .re- 
peated to m, to be under tillage, and the people very poor; this pa, t of the line, about £ 
miles in length, is mote circuitous than any other part of the lino, more difficult, and less 
advantageous; from Mohili to Drumsna the soil is very light, thinly inhabited, the people 
poor, and promising very little, ,1 any local advantages; from Drumsna to Jam. stow/, Le,- 
- turn o f in note Lough in Long,, Allen, it runs through a light poor limestone country 
very little tillage, .the inhabitants very poor, the line very . circuitous and difficult, and there 
■ appeared to me to be no advantage, but a few sma 1 grist mills which were stopped for want 
of water, and which appeared to me to be very much the case through all the lines. 

(Signed) J. R. Nevill. 
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iS (Ireland.) Report of the Directors General of Inland Navigation [Appx: 

Mr. Kerr delivers an Account attested by him of the expense of the graving docks, 
and of repairing the breach at the Boyne aqueduct ; 

Also .an account of the expense of the Company’s Hotels. 

Michael Tertian's Examination continued. 

Are the 15 floats belonging to the Company, stated in your Return, vessels employed in 
trade on the Canal? — They are not, they have been and are employed on the works for 
carrying stone, clay, &c. 

I-Iave you any further information to give respecting mills established on or near to the 
Royal Canal? — Since my last examination 1 have made particular enquiry, and have 
received information, which I believe to be true, of the following mills beside those men- 
tioned in my former examination; viz. Mr. Hughes’s mill, Maynooth, Mr. Connolly’s 
mill, New Haggard near Trim, Mr. Henry’s mill, Balnaganny near Oicicastle, IVir. 
Henry’s mill at Licklelay, near Castle Pollard, Messrs. Mat. and J. Lynch’s mills at 
Caniek, near Castle Pollard, Mr. Kelly’s mill at Mill Town, near Kinnegdd, Mr. Donahoe’s 
mill, called Corroners mill, near Ballvmore, the mill at Ahbeyshrule, Tang mills on the river 
limy, Mr. Webb’s Mill near Old Castle, county of Meath, and the mills of ininclick, county 
of Longford, occasionally send flour % the Royal Canal to Dublin, except that of Mr. 
Webb’s, which is a new establishment. 

By the breach which happened in August iast, what loss do you believe the Company 
suffered in their income in every view of the consequences of the breach? — I think it must 
have been £. 1,000 or upwards. 

Do you believe that the income of the Company is likely to rise in the course of the 
next three years, so that at the close, of the third year it will be "£. 5,00a a year more 
than it is at present?— I think it should, for more people are continually engaging in the 
trade, and lands beyond Coolnahay, as I am informed, are breaking up for tillage, (which 
were not before broken up) to which improvement the country is induced by the cheapness 
of carriage on the Canal. 

Do you believe that information to he true ? — I do. 

Do you think that at the end of six years the income of this Canal will rise to £. 10,000 , 
more than it is at present? — I think it probable that it may, for the income of the Grand 
Canal is very considerably more than that of the Royal Canal, and as the latter runs through 
a country so much more fertile than that through which the Grand Canal runs, I do not see 
why it should not increase proportionably. 

In speaking of the Grand Canal, do you include its branches ? — I speak of the Grand Canal 
as it is, with all its branches. 

Do you think that in nine years the income of thisCanal will rise £. 1 5,000 a year beyond the 
present income ? — Observing the improvement already made since the opening of the Canal 
t.o Mullingar, and the spirit of agriculture rising in the country, I think it ought to rise 30 
much ; and if the Canal were carried on to Ballymahon, I have no doubt that the income 
would rise considerably more than £. 15,000 a year. 

Do you believe that if the Canal were extended to Ballymahon, the income would rise 
£. 1 5,000 a year beyond its present produce in a shorter time than nine years ? — My opinion 
is, that the income would rise so much in five years or less. 

Do you believe that the income of the present canal will in 1 2 years rise £. 20,000 a year 
more than its present produce? — In the present state of the Canal, speculation at such a 
distance of time would be only upon conjecture, and I would not venture to form a conjec- 
ture upon it ; but if it were extended to Ballymahon, 1 have no hesitation in thinking that 
it would increase so much and more. 

Supposing that the Canal were extended to Tarmonbury, there to join the Shannon, do 
you believe that at the end of 18 years, the income would increase £. 30,000 a year above its 
present produce?— If the Canal were extended to Tarmonbury, i think the income would 
increase so much, and in a shorter time than 18 years. 

If the toll on corn were one penny, halfpenny instead of a penny, would that increase have 
any, and what effect.?— I think .it would lessen the trade on the Canal, but wofild increase 
the income of the Company. 

(By Colonel Sankey.) Would such an addition as one halfpenny have any considerable 
effect in reducing the quantity of corn carried on the Canal? — I do not think that the 
quantity would be very much reduced, but the income would be very much increased. 

What would a toll of one halfpenny a ton on corn produce upon the distance from Cool- 
nahav to Tarmonbury ? — Twelve pence on a ton. 

How much would that be upon a barrel of oats? — A penny and l-Tith, there being about 
ai barrels of oats to a ton. 

How many barrels of wheat. are there in a ton ? — Eight barrels. 

What would be the addition of 1 2 d. a ton upon a barrel of wheat ? — A penny halfpenny 
a barrel. . . .. 

Would that difference of toll make any difference in the quantity carried on the Canal . 

It might make some, but I believe very little. . 

(By Doctor Martin.) if the toll upon potatoes was increased to a penny per ton on their 
carriage to the city of Dublin, what effect would it have upon the quantity brought to 
Dublin ? — I suppose it might diminish it one tenth. > 

(By the same.) What effect would the same have upon the Company’s revenue ? — If would 
increase it very much, to. nearly double on that article. 
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■ be the reduction in the, quantity of corn brought to Dublin 

’/ the . t “! be , ‘"Oieaaed to three half-pence per ton r— t taint it might be about a 

twentieth pait, probably not so much, but to speak safely, 1 say about a twentieth. 

(Signed) Mich. Ternan. 



The Reverend Doctor Martiii ' s Examination, resumed . 



infOTmed Sl,m0f Ir ‘°“ eyiS n0 " “O' 0 " 1 ' “*»»*'• hands f— Little or nothing, ns lam 

What was the amount of your last loan f— One hundred thousand pounds. 

Tor how much of that loan nave debentures been struck and issued f— I have enquired 
and hud from Mr. Kerr that debentures have been struck to the amount of about VS 
thousand pounds, and about twenty-three thousand pounds worth of the same hare been 

At what prices have these debentures been sold f-They have been sold, as I am well 
ri, formed and beheve, from £. 94 . 5,. to £. 99. 1 5 ,. per ceil. ’ 

Th! I SVV under f Ulnd t0 the , P rlce of the l3st *f *ese debentures that was sold!— 

W v h UrC S ° "i 3s on ‘he 7th of March fast for £. gA . 5 s. as I am informed. 

Why have you not raised any more of that money '-Because the Company were not in 
immediate want of it, and therefore they reserved the rest of , he debentures .did they shou d 
be wanting for the payment of the interest of their debt on the e 4 th of June next. 

Can you state more particularly than is done in vonr petition to Parliament, the terms 
upon uh.ch 1 you look tor rebel :—! understand that the most active and attending Directors 
me iv.Jmg ro complete their Navigation to Tarmonbuly, on the river Shannonf agreeable 
to then Chm.er, and the Acts of Navigation, and upon the terms that were mutually under- 
sl 00 rl to be agreed upon between the Dirmtorn femoral an A Am n . ., 



Rev. Dr. Martin. 



. f ‘ / !’ , u , ccs or navigation, and upon the terms that were mutually under- 

slood to be agreed upon between the Directors General and this Company respecting the 
line iiom Ccolnahay to Baliymahon ; but the execution of that work havh.g ffien delayed 
so long, the present circumstances of the Company are not such as to enable them to carry 
00 w,thout , e :urthe y especial aid of Parliament as hereinafter mentioned": 

iz. that Parliament may be pleased to give the Company aid by rais' 
it a low mterpsf. snfflrif-'nf rn Hl=r-.v>n^rv,> " i * 



vis., rurri x cuiicsuicuL niny oe pieasea to give the Company aid by raising money for them 
at a low interest sufficient to discharge their debt, which now bears an interest of /. 6. per 
ce.it. the company being bound to pay Government their interest upon that money! and to 
S* ve a ' so every security m taeir power for the principal. 

(Signed) Robert Martin. 



The following Declaration was made, but not on oath, by the undersigned 
Court of Directors. 

If this reduction of interest should take place, the total interest on the Company’s debt 
will be reduced to about £.40,000 per annum; and by the evidence of the pay clerk given 
f C P’’ l * Je undersigned Directors conceive that the improvement in the income of the 
Lanai m the next tnree years, will enable them to pay £. 10,000 per annum in part of such 
nte est ; and that in every succeeding three years the Company will be enabled to pay an 
additional proportion of £.5.000 per annum, until the income shall be sufficient to discharge 
the entire interest. In consequence whereof) Government will be requested to grant to 
•tic Company £.30,000 a year for the first three years; £.25,000 per year for the next 
mice years; £. 20,00a per year for the ensuing three years; £.15,000 per year for the 
following three yems; £.10,000 per year for the three years after; and £. 5,000 a year for 
Uie last three years, within which time the Directors hope that the income of the Company 
be sufficient to pay the entire interest of their debt. 
m.,xV' k‘lV neJ i nS d ° • t ^ S •^‘ roctols propose to pay the interest of any money which they 
• J c obliged to raise to carry on the works to the Shannon? — It is conceived that the 
.> ■ p.-oved income or the Company will be sufficient to pay the interest of such money, in 
.riucit.on to their engagement with Government. " J 

.•(Signed) Robert Martin, II. G. Sankey, 

Henry Higginbotham, John Bather, Jonah. Lynch. 



Mr. Kerr's Examination, resumed. 

D.d the Directors at the General Meetings explain to the Company the whole state C_ 
- the receipt, expene: tare and deficiency ?— They did not in 1 heir Reports, 



fnftf stateraeut . °’’ I ^ ose particulars was laid on the table, ’and the books were open 
^inspection of the Company a fortnight previous to the General Meeting on the 



th ?R H 0nday in evei 7 month of January.' 
lornmpi ‘ LynC, 9 ^^It'itwas the total amount per cent, of the dividend made since the first 



°L th fL Ca ™\ what did that . dividend average per cent, per annum 
V 1, . , poi iod : The total amount of the dividend made was five and a quarter per 



cent whi >li * — u " i “ u,u ixioxix. vv.ib nvc uuu a quarter per 

orthre • an avera S efor fourteen years amounted to seven shillings and sixpence, 
was n t e "i eiSlths ? er ? ent ,P er annum ; previous to that time an interest of six per cent, 
five ye Up0n t lG tle P oslts as triad e, to complete which the Subscribers were allowed 



thor;^ ? ny , loans vaised tlie Directors upon terms which had not been previously au- 
v dle Company ?— Not to ray knowledge or belief. 



Mr. Kerr. 
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Mr Kerr What allowances are given to the Directors for any services clone by them?— The 

j Direfftors, to the number of five, have previous to last January been paid a guinea per day 
each, for two days in each week. 

Have any other allowances been made to Directors for special services ?— Committees or 
Directors sent out on the line have been paid their bare expenses; and Doctor Martin, 
in the vcar 18 5 , at the request of the Board of Directors, went down to Mullingar to ex- 
pedite "tiie execution of the works from Thomastown to Mullingar, and for his trouble and 
expense on that business, was allowed two guineas a day, and 1 do not know or believe that 

any other allowances Have be6n made to the Directors. 

(Signed) Mark Kerr •- 



THE foregoing is a true copy of the Evidence given to the Directors General of Inland 
Navigation, on their enquiry into the state of the affairs o;' the Royal Canal Company. 

HENRY R. PAINE, Pro. Sec. 

Navigation Office, 22d April 1811. 
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I I - f 8g, and ending the 


31’' day of December 1810. 






N = K+L+M. 

O = C+G+H+I+N. 




K. 


L. 


M. 


N. 


O. 


P. 


Q. 


Q = L+K+G+H+I — P. 










TOTAL 


TOTAL 




EXCEEDING 






CHARGE 


PERMANENT 


TEMPORARY 


r ” f ,. 


Dividend, Inlcrcll, 


PERMANENT 


Expenditure, 












' Ellabiislmicnt. 


Eliablixbment. 


REVENUE. 


littered and Annuity, 


OBSERVATIONS. 




£•■ >■ 


£■ *• d. 


£■ «• d. 


'£■ *■ d. 


£■ d. 


£■ d. 


£. s. d. 






1,083 16 10 




15,383 2 7 


16,466 19 5 


16,466 19 5 




1,083 16 10 






» s 5 6 




3 s ,i35 16 9 


37,078 2 3 


37,078 2 3 




942 5 6 






1,148 16 8 




46,339 18 4 


47,488 15 — 


48,188 15 — 




1,848 16 8 


Intereli on Loan, commenced 24 June. 




1,189 5 R 




57,732 4 11 


59,021 10 1 


60,421 10 1 




2,689 5 2 






1,284 18 6 




42,429 7 10 


43,7H 6 4 


45,408 6 4 




2,978 18 6 


Intcreft on Loan, commenced 24 June. 




1,543 15 7 




65,716 6 7 


68,260 2 2 


72,061 12 2 




6,345 5 7 


Intereli on Loan, commenced 25 March. 




i,33i 10 4 


% 


34,473 6 8 


35,976 9 — 


43,647 14 — 


108 , 1. 


8,566 5 5 


Intcreft on Loan, commenced 25 March. 

[N. B. Navigation opened to Kilcock the 27 Map ■ 
15 mites.] 




05 16 3 


1,271 12 — 


32,677 4 10 


34,014 13 1 


42,107 13 1 




8,475 19 4 




374 H 9 


1,084 1 — 


8,70b 12 11 


10,159 6 8 


18,252 6 8 


711 16 1 


8,839 17 8 






1,53' 18 10 


9'5 7 2 


68,737 13 6 


71,184 19 6 
8,615 18 7 


79,767 >9 6 


996 n 3 


10,033 14 9 


Annuity on Stock, commenced 25 March, at 141, 
for each £. 100 Stock, for 10 years. 

[Navigation opened to Newcastle in November-, 




415 14 — 


1,064 4 3 


7,136 — 4 


17,198 18 7 


1,583 5 8 


8,479 12 7 . 


21 »»'«•] 




1,074 19 10 


1,186 5 5 


14,365 — 9 


16,626 6 — 


27,352 16 — 


1,958 2 — 


11,029 13 3 


Intcreft on Loan, commenced 29 September. 




1,156 13 4 


1,473 6 — 


75,629 2 10 


78,259 2 2 


95,416 2 2 


2,724 1 8 


17,062 17 8 




" 


2,006 19 7 


i,338 11 4 


43,611 7 11 


46,956 18 10 


64,113 18 10 


1,832 1 — 


18,670 9 11 


Intereli on Loan, commenced 25 Decembor. 




',637 8 4 


1,368 6 6 


82,784 1 1 7 


85,790 6 5 


108,773 6 5 


2,948 12 3 


23,040 2 7 


Intereli on Loan, commenced 24 June. 




3,123 10 


1,426 5 2 


74,034 2 8 


78,583 8 8 


105,871 8 8 


3,306 19 8 


48,530 6 4 


N.B. Of this Loan £■ 48,450 bears int 1 from 25 Dec’ 
1804, anti £.35,200 from 24 June 1805. 


















[Navigation opened to Thomnstown in Oflobcr ; 


















33 miles , ] 




2,998 11 3 


1,730 17 9 


80,653 — 1 


85,382 9 1 


120,314 9 1 


4,37 2 i° 5 


35,288 18 7. 


N.B. Of this Loan £. 64,400 bears int 1 from 25 Dcc r 
1805, and £■ 90,800 from 24 June 1806. 
[Navigation opened to Mullingar in December ; 

41 mtVej.j 

Intereli on this Loan commenced from 24 June. 




3,101 4 0 


3,730 14 n 


73,098 8 10 


79,930 7 ■' 


119,866 7 11 


9,989 13 2 


36,778 5 n 


" 


2,513 1 5 


4,363 12 * 


39,730 15 U 


46,607 9 6 


94,799 9 6 


13,021 16 5 


39,046 17 2 


Intereli on this Loan comm'’ from 25 Dec' 1807. 




! ,654 1 11 






23,855 17 8 


70.2s 1 17 8 




42.774 2 8 


Intcreft on this Loan comm 4 from 25 Dec' 1808. 
















[N oiiiea/iun opened to Coolnahap in Oflobcr; 


















46 mites.] 








14,458 3 6 


21 351 9 6 




15,024 10 6 




Intereli on Loan comm 11 24 June. — N.B. The Com- 


- 


__ 












pany agreed on the 6 Augull to raise a sum of 
£. 100,000, of which Debentures as herein were 
issued to 31 December 1810. 




84,585 9 4 


29,934 4 7 


930,805 3 1 1 


995,324 '7 *° 


',373,635 12 10 


72,131 11 4 


355,'98 17 7 




















(Errors excepted.) 4 April 1811. 


I ' U l * le Company, to the bed of my knowledge and belief. 








(Signed) Mark Kerr, Secretary, &c. 








(Signed) Mark Kerr, 






(Sigaed) Michl Tertian, Pay Clerk, he. 



5 April 1811. 
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Appendix, No. 3. 

ROYAL CANAL, 1S10. 

.EXPENDITURE under the following Heads; Viz. 

ChaBGB of ESTABIISHMENT: 

Mark Kerr, Secretary and Accountant, one year's Salary, I 
December i£io . - - - - . 

.Mich' Teman, Pay Clerk and Collector of Tolls, one year’s Salary I 
including Allowance for Clerk to 25 December - - -I 

Mieh ! i :ta Gerald, Pay Clerk to the lnterell, half a year’s Salary 
at ^.60 per anmmi, to 24 June - - - £. 34. 11 

And half a year at increased Salary, at 19- s 

p r d°, to 25 December 



68 ; 



.0 .8 



December 1 Sog, when discontinued " 

‘ W* Batkin, Collector of Tolls Mullingai 
25 December 

John \Vjlliatns, Dock Mailer, one year’s Salary', to 25 December - 
James Brown, In sped or of the Line, balance of Salary to IQ Oct. 

1809, at which time he was discontinued 
.Hamilton Lilly, appointed Inspector of the Line at £.130 per 
annum, from 17 September to 25 December, one quarter a 1 
twelve days - - 

•Benj" lived, Hotel Keeper, Broad Slone, one year’s Salary to 
December 1S10 - - - _ _ 

Andrew Funcll, Hotel Keeper, Moyvally, one year's Salary, 

Matters of Passage Boats for balance of Stoppage Money tliis'| 
..Directors, for. their attendance this year - - . 

Permanent Expenditure . 

- 68 

- - 6,2 ■. 






85 6 3 



Temporary Expenditure : 
Surveying and Engineering - . - 

Valuation and Law Expenses - - 

Purchase of. Lands - 

Earthwork between Dublin and Mullingar 
Masonry - - - D° - - 1 >° - - 

Timber, Carpentry, aud Smith’s Work 
.Hotels, Broad Stone and Moyvally - 
Coach Eftablittiment - 



On Works under Contract with Directors General : 

Sea Lock and Docks, North Lots - £.1,338 19 I 

AqucduCt aud Harbour, Broad Stone - - 2iq 1 

Line from Mullingar to Coulnuhay - . 1,233 

Supply Cut from Mullingar to Loughowee - 12 r 



Loss on Loan of 1810 - 



11,351 9 6 

I certify, That the foregoing are true Statements, taken from the Books and Accounts of the 
Company, to Ihe belt of my knowledge and belief, 

(Signed) 

Mark Kerr, 

-5 April 1811, 
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Appendix, No. 4. 



ROYAL CANAL; 

TABLE OF STOCK, LOANS, PARLIAMENTARY GRANTS, 
AND REVENUE; 

TO 31 DECEMBER l8lO. 



19°. 



G 
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ROYAL CANAL, 31 st December 1 8 10. TABLE of S TfO C 



'Ori-'inal Subscription commenced in 1789 and ended in 1795 - ■ 

Parliamentary Grant in 17S9, Payments thereon commenced in 1791, and ended in 1795 
•Subscription raised in 1797 - - - -- -- 

. - Ditto - in 1799, with Annuity for lo.years ------- 




Parliamentary Grant, expended on Dock North Lots, in 1792 
-Parliamentary Grant in 1798 - ---- - r- 

Dire&ors General, for Grant under Agreement, bearing date 3 November 1801 - 

:Loan raised in 1792 - - - - af 4 percent, and an Annuity of £.200. per annum, 3 Lives 



D° 

D° 



- - in 1795 



D° 

D° 

D° 

D° 

D° 

D° 

D° 

D° 



1794 - - - - at 6 per cent. 



at 



D° 



in 1796 - - - 
in 1801 - - - 

803 - - - 
in 1804 & 1805 - 
in 1806 - - - 

807 - - - 

808 - - - 

809 - - - 
in 1810 - - - 



- -at 

- at 

- at 

- at 

- at 

- at 

- at 



D° - 

- D° - 

- D° - 
D° - 



D° 



- D° 

- D° 

- D° 

- D° 



- on Account of Loan of £. 100,000 - 
iLoss on Government Grants-on the Issue of Stock and Loan Debenturts 



300,000 

7>5oo - 4 1 



Loss by Edward Whit-ton - - -- -- - - 

Intereft on original Subscription, and paid out of Loans raised to 1795 

-Raised bv Sale of old Materials, including the Receipt of Rents for temporary lettings- to 25 March I 
1796, when the same, was made a Dividend of on the Stock of the Company, in order to liop the | 

Intereft on the original Subscription - -- -- 

- Dividend on Stock l per cent, to flop Intereft as above - - - - 

Revenue received from the opening of the Navigation in 1796 to 31 December 1810 
Dividend of 2 per cent, on Capital Stock of £. 300,000. for 2 \ years, ending 25 December 1810 
Permanent Expenditure, being for drawing Passage Boats, for Lock Keepers and Rents, &c. - 

-Coach Eftablishment, including £. 1,300. lent to the Contractors, which they are to repay - 
Annuity on Subscription of £.70,000.. Stock, /-49 0 - per annum for a Term of 10 years, ending 25 | 
March 1809; being 14#. on each Stock Debenture 
Annuity on Loan of £. 30,000. (at 4 per cent.) at £. 200. per annum, for 3 Lives - 
Intereft on Notes issued and Money borrovyed at different periods, and now discharged 
Intereft on the several Loans as above, from their commencement to 25 December 1810 • 

Intereft received on Debentures up to the day of Sale - 
Gain on the Loans of 1808 and 1809, the Debentures having sold above Par, and therefore (liould be 
credited for in the fivft Column - - 

Due— the Treasurers for Balance to make good the Payment of the Intereft and Annuity, to the 25 of 
December 1810 - - - ' " 

£■ I 



72,131 n 4 



Deduft for Money received, Dividend, Intereft, Annuity, drawing Passaj 
Eftabliflimcnt, as yet not deduced - - 



s and Coach | 



Amount Expended on Works, including Purchase of Land, Mills, &c. 



N. B. — The cause of the difference 
and the Total of the Expenditure 11 
and Eftablifliment, in the General Account, being £. i, 373> 6 35- 12 - 



. „f this Account, 

between the firft column of £. 1,373.53 »• ] 5- »• “ Exp enditufe 
ider the head of Total of Dividend, Intereft, A.nmlRy,^ 2 , 



I certify, That the foregoing 



ntereu, A •’ 

difference of £■ J °3 - 

. . nken f'°® Ike 

Account, 
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£ 




and LOAN, including Parliamentary Grants Viz. 



LOSS 

n Sale of Debentures 
and Intereft, 
Dividend, 

id Annuity paid, &c. 



STOCK and LOAN 
DEBENTURES 



MONEY 

actually 

liaised. 



Stock Debentures issued for 



issued at £. 33. 6. 8. per cent. 
D° - at 40 per cent. - 



TOTAL Stock Debentures 



300,000 



*42.550 



Total Loan Debentures 



H4>9>5 16 
74-994 10 
50,007 1'2 



TOTAL Stock and Loan Debentures - £. 



to be deduced from Money received. 



5,095 



-Loss on Parliamentary Grants 
Loss on Issue of Stock 
Loss on Royal Canal Loans 



tore S b “" occasioned by the sale of old Materials to Contractors, or Rent received and brou 
I ,.f len< * lture , but not into the Account .so as to be ascertained, the particulars ol which I he 
j 1 e t0 discover from the Books. 

Bcoks and Accounts of the Company to the bell of my knowledge and belief. 

(Signed) Mark Kerr , 
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Appendix, No. 5. 
ROYAL CANAL. 



ACCOUNT of Subscription of £.70,000. Stock, issued in 179.9, at 40 per Cent. 



STOCK. 


PAYMENTS 

commencing 20 lh February 1 799 and ending 
lOlli February 1800 . 


PRODUCE. 


INCREASE 
to this Part of the 
Subscription. 


£• s. d. 
31,300 


of this Stock was duly subscribed to, and the 
Payments thereon regularly made, producing V 
a sum of - - - - - - - j 


£. s. d. 
12,520 — - — 


£■ ». <*■ 


26,800 


of'this Stock subscribed to in part, on which -- 
there were several Payments in arrear. The 
Company came to a Resolution, on tiie 15th 
April 1800, that legal interell lliould be 
charged to each Subscriber for his Payments 
in arrear until the same fliould be made good, 
in consequence of which the Payments, with 
Intereft thereon, were all made, and produced 
a sum of - 


: 


10,994 *8 lof 


274 18 io| 










11,900 


being the Remainder, was, on the 19th and 
26th May 1800, sold by public Auction in : 
the Royal Canal House, and produced - -j 


1 

1 


5,449 10 — 


689 IO 


70,000 


at 40. making £.28,000. Produced - £. 


28,964 8 lof 


964 8 iof- 



(Errors excepted.) 



(Signed) 

Mark Kerr. 

23 March 1811. 
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CASE f The Ro}Jal Canal Com P an y ; and The REPORTS of Arthur Richards Nevill 
City Surveyor ; and of J. Alexander Jones, Engineer; in July 1810: — on the Roval 
Canal Company's W orks. J 



a 



Between The Company of Undertakers of the Grand Canal, and 
T lie Royal Canal Company. 

CASE OF THE ROYAL CANAL COMPANY. 

By?" Parhament, passed in Ireland in the 59th year of the reinn of Ilis present 

Majesty, intituled, An Adi for the promotion and encouragement of Inland Navigation ” 
it is enacted that so soon as any of the subscribers of any of the undertakings therein 
mentioned, should be constituted and created into a body corporate, they should be and 
stand invested with, and hold and enjoy all and singular the like powers, privileges* 
advantages and authorities, ,n all things, for the purposes of carrying on the navigation 
and off-branches therein mentioned, as were before the passing of that Act vested In the 
corporation lor promoting and carrying on an Inland Navigation in Ireland, and as were 
then vested in the Company of Undertakers of the Grand Canal 1 And the Undertakers for 
completing a Navigable Canal from Dublin to Tafmonbury on the river Shannon, pursuant 
o their petition presented to the House of Commons, as in the said Act mentioned, soon 
Company^ aSSm ° ° f ^ SaK Act were incorporated by the name of The Royal Caual 

By an Act of Parliament, passed in Ireland in the 30th year of the reign of His present 
Majesty, it is enacted, that the said Iloval Canal Company and their successors, be and are 
thereby empovvered to carry on and complete the said Navigation between the city of Dublin 
and the town of farmonbury on the river Shannon. J 

„ And b y f ld Act k is provided in the words following, viz.— That nothing .herein con- 
tamed shall be construed to empower the said Royal Canal Company, after they shall 
“ W Proceeded in the execut.on of the said navigation to the distance of fourteen miles 
« I ] f CI S° f Dubhn y t0 a »y navigable cut or cuts at a nearer distance than four 
(< T e: 5 “ om the P'' e f nt Grand Canal, to take water for the supply of the said navigation 

“ and except for the purpose of “w'W the 

miles from Dublin, and about six miles beyond Mullingar, and they intended to proceed in 
to Ba^/ymalSn 0 Tamionbur ^ aforesaid, to carry on and complete their Canal from Coolnahay 

r J h ® Direct ors of the Royal Canal Company, beg leave to call the serious attention of his 
Crace and the Council, and to entreat that they will reflect, not only on the ori-im.l 
destmauon of the Royal Canal from the city of Dublin to Tarmonbury on the river Shannon 
as by chaitei and law established, but also on the numerous and unforeseen hardships which 
iiave occurred m the prosecution of the works. 1 

Many gentlemen, firmly relying on the faith of the Charter and the various Acts of 
lariiament, every one of which recognizes the present line, now objected to bv tile Grand 
Canal Company, (with a very trifling deviation) have made presents of their ground and 
rnoie liberality is to be expected from gentlemen between Coolnahay and Tarmonbury ’than 
n any other part of the line which lias been executed ; nav, even they have retarded the 
defiStfeawohSe'w* eaieiit r of that point 

rllen a Charter is no farther obligatory than it may appear to persons from time to 
me possessed ot controul in such matters, it may seem Expedient ‘to propose a plain and 
« notVi UeSt '°'’ T"" 1 V U ’i 7' 11 Tenture 1,13 P'Tperty on such precarious and unstable' .wounds 
“ what h S " ’“I hardshtps may at any subsequent period be imposed on him, contrary to 
what he was in the hi st instance taught to expert ?” ~ 

tu ;zt heen said "' ith r f s P ect t0 tne advantages of a northern direction Grant for 
e.mr k °* ai § uinent > that diese advantages do exist; yet, consider on the one hand’ the 
an uncEakX ,1S hef anC tF* ° f thne n f. essa .'T chc accomplishment of so arduous 

othei ,, I k i S ’ bt ° re - eS f advanta S es could a! ‘se, however eventually certain ; on the 
of the ' ; t com P aratlvel y trifling expense and short time, attaching to the completion 
tbe sub erf f ann ° nbu 7 ’ as p01ntcd out b J the Charter and Act of Parliament ; but shall 
g,,|- 1 „ fleet admit consideration, or even competition arise between the two lines if morn 
I,. n vanta ges may appear more likely to proceed from the pursuit of the shorter line 

a comparative view of the two lines, it is to be considered, that though some parts of 
' 11 the 
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the North are thickly inhabited, yet from the report of an eminent Land Surveyor and an 
Engineer, whose Reports are hereunto subjoined, the proposed lines of direction lead into 
a country of no great population, and the inhabitants, together with the soil thereof, are 
• very poor, and difficulties insurmountable. 

The country through which the shorter line is intended t.o pass, for the greater part of its 
extent, much more abounds in tillage, which may be also proved by the Reports. 

Resides, the shorter direction leads to a more immediate communication with the coiil 
and iron mines, from which very beneficial consequences are looked to, and a regard to 
which, constitute the great and primary object for which the Royal Canal was instituted. 

These benefits, combined with the comparatively small expenses, and shortness of time 
by which they are attainable, give, in the minds of the Directors of the Royal Canal 
Company, a decided superiority to the shorter line, as prescribed by the Charter. 

The Directors of the Royal Canal humbly hope, that his Grace and the Council, will 
consider the subject in its intrinsic merits, and not attach the importance of solid objections 
to the arguments urged by the Grand Canal Directors, and calculated only to produce delay, 
ruinous in the extreme to the interest of the Royal Canal Company. Their sending then- 
own Engineer to survey, level, and estimate the expenses of lines of canal for another 
company, is so apparently extraordinary and unprecedented as to require no comment. 
Mr. Rennie’s observations on a cursory aud superficial view of the country, which they urge 
as very important, are by himself termed an Eye Survey ; and he declares, that until the 
levels are taken, no certain conclusion could be arrived at. The necessary delays and 
various procrastinations incidental to the business, are of very injurious consequences, from 
the retardation of the works, and the heavy establishment in the mean time to.be 
supported. 

I he Directors of the Royal Canal, conclude, with great deference, by entreating his 
Grace and the 1 Council, to at length pul an end to their embarrassments, and this 
their entreaty must be regarded the more reasonable, when it is considered that they 
have expended, of their own private property, upwards of of. 014,000. exclusive of 
•£. 120,866. 7. 10. which they received from Parliament and the Directors General, and 
for a part of which, namely, ct.95,866. 7. 10. they made a sacrifice of their tolls. 

The Directors of the Royal Canal Company trespass on the attention of his Grace and 
Council, with just one observation more. The deviation of one mile at the Hill of 
Terhckhen, to which the Grand Canal Directors object, was made without any possible 
injury to them, and therefore objected to merely for the sake of objection, while on the part 
ol the Royal Canal Company it was dictated by a most imperious necessity, namely, due 
regard as well to public as to private economy, amounting to a saving of £. 1 54,000. * 

The Directors beg leave to annex, as before mentioned, the Report of the Land Surveyor 
and their Engineer, which are as follow : 



REPORT of Arthur Richards Nevi/l, City Surveyor, addressed to the Court of 
Directors of The Royal Canal Company. 

Gentlemen, 

Pursuant to your orders of the 18th of June last, I have examined and viewed the 
country through which a branch from your Canal has been surveyed, froni near Thomas- 
town to Culdony, near Granard, and from thence by the vale of the river Erne to. Belturbet, 
and the ofi-branch from the above line to Lough Allen. 1 have also viewed the line of your 
proposed Canal from Coolnahay by Ballymahon to Tarmonbarry, on the river Shannon. 

The branch towards Belturbet, Lough Erne and Lough Allen, departs from your Canal 
between the goth and 2 1st locks, and passes half a mile East of Killucan to Curristown, 
wear the village of Rathfarn, Johnstown, Killough, Dysart and Killalough ; those lauds 
have many rises and falls in the ground, and shews nearly an equal quantity of Corn, 
Meadow and Pasture, with Lime-stone Gravel ; on the East of this line, in low ground, is 
the river Deck 

From Killalough through Glackstown and Rickardstown, on the East, by the edge of a 
large bog ; on the West, by light Oat and Pasture ground, to Barbavilla, from thence, 
high and low poor Corn, some Bog and Pasture ground to Ballyknock mill, from thence to 
Rernogarragh, goes in a valley under Gillanstown mountain, towards Bennison lodge to 
Kinturk, half a mile to the West of Castlepollard, and on through and verging the Bogs 
under Packnam hall, and partly along Dereveragh lough ; the country on this part of the 
line is light Oats and Pasture, the Farms small, and the Tenantry seems poor. No 
advantage appeared on this part of the line. 

^ From Dereveragh lough, verging the great Bog of Coole, and through part of ditto to 
Cam m a Bridge, across the I nny by Culdony to Tunnvmore, the country on both sides is 
light Pasture, with some Corn, from thence to Baflywillan, Lissnedarragh, Dundevari, 
Carragh, Derris, Lisseny to Portanure, this part of the country is mostly poor light Pasture, 
with some Oats and many low Bogs. No advantage of Mill sites, &c. appears to me on this 
part of the line. 

From Portanure to Sallaghan, Dingin, Pottle, Drummevvry to Losset, little Corn, chiefly 
hilly Pasture ground, between the river Erne on the East, and Bruce hill on the West; from 

thence 



Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



No. 6.] on the Affairs of the ROYAL CANAL COMPANY. 3 , 

thence .to Coil, ill Drmncon, Gortauardress, Lai, art to Killeshandra, throat;!, a vale of hi* 
anil low lough Pasture, »rne Com ground, Plantations of Irecs, &c. 'J'Ee counm ronSd 
Killeshau dm is hilly, good Corn, Meadow anti Pasture countrj round 

From Killeshandra proceeds through part of Colonel Southwell's walled demesne high 
Meadow and banks ot Oak trees, and passes along the great road on a high hank on he 
IVest of tins line by a lough, and turns lo the East by afough, joimno Curl, lei Jlrnnda, e 
Ar„,,agl, ,0 the vil age-o Mill, own, and forward by the^gh oF Fkogh Bdtoff 
ISau = h.,u and Loud, Dooly to t ie Erne River, on this part of the line the country is hilly’ 
Corn Pasture and Meadow, with plenty of Lime-stone; there appears no liver or brook of 
advantage ,,, tins part. 1 he length of this line from the Iioyal (Anal is 47 miles 
Ihcott-bmnchfrom Portanure to Lough Allen passes ncm the village of Scrahbv to 
Curfreeby Euagh Cast c, and near the village of Arvagh, where there & good Con "mm 
and Beach-green ; o» the West by Lough Gowna and Tlossdnff; on the. lilt of the lino 
light hilly Pasture, with little Tiflage, from Rossdnff through a vale with several on -li s’ 
nvers, bogs and banks to Bo, Iwogh, Lough, Bulliuafad, Cuttm and Kiklragh bogs- on the 
iNorth-east, and Fivoragh, Ba ladufl Tumialough, Lunally and Ballinaimick? on?!,;. 5o„,h- 
wes , the country on both sides ot this pr-t of the line is poor hilly piture Karce v 
producing provisions to support its inhabitants, roads very bad, there is a Bleach Area, ml 
Corn-mill at Kildtagh, from thence to Gortneraw, Bnmisteet and round the town ot' Mobill ■ 
from thence to La teen bog, Bunny, note bog and Headfort lough, one mile ,0 the North 
and hght Pasture P,Um *“ “ ,d J “ mKt0 ' vl h the country extremely hilly, with Corn, Potatoes 

From near Jamestown along a vale to Lissmakee, and by the lough thereof to Carrickavm 
half a mile to tile East of the village of Leitrim to Creay, Drumkcelm and Curneroy hows to 
Inina lough at Lough Allen, this country is poor hilly Pasture, the tillage not sufficient to 
“f 1 P inhabitants thereof; there appears Lime-stone quarries on the surface in many 
paits of this hue. This oft-brancli is in length, from the Royal Canal, 67 miles. ’ 

From the extent of the North Weft lines, from Thomastoivn to Lough Erne and Allen 8, 
ffilhe hibh “P pCar3 ', cry te ' T Iocal advantages, the population Is not great, and the people 
11, the habitations and appearance very poor ; from Packenham Hall, no gentlemens seats 
■ or respedfable farmers, on either sides of the line formally miles, except Colonel South-! 
line to ■ Ll “ 1 % s . tone 18 t0 be got ■“ most places ; Tillage, from the commencement of the 
1 * v T Impra > “Pl’cats to be about one-third of the ground; the Pasture in most 
places light, with many large bogs, and from Finnea Nm-tli, yards, on both lures, cZ 
nZ thi e „ ?oT • 01, ,f , T ,pal ' al ' l,,g « s ; ‘he Tillage is, from the lightness of the soil, little 
101ethan10A.1i] the hundred, so that the inhabitants are often obliged to apply to the 
maiketot Gurnard See. Sec. for supply of provisions ; there appears several small quantities 
of Id ,x many places, but the poor efforts lately made in the Van, mauufachire a 
failed, from the want and I dearness of seed ; the number of small Grist-mills are few and 
iweno* sufficient water tor more than half the year; it lias been reported that from Por- 
tanure to Lough Erne and Allen, that great quantities of butter was produced ; this seems 
impossible, there not appearing any dairies, or scarcely any cattle to be seen. Sec. 

examined and viewed your proposed line from Coolnaliay, passing by Lord Sun- 
,L* ® 8 "ew town of Balnacang, where there is a number of well-built houses, - finiflied for 

knv ,k.e‘t m A °m l Lm 'i p n , ,p n™ faa ? ly ’ fl 'P m tll£, '' co near Thmeliek Flour-mills, cross the 
, f .e 1 1 . . . t0 H village of Tishinny, from thence to Bally, nahon, anil on to the West side 
tom, to k !he T tl ’ e f v, , ll - a » cs . ot Bar O r and Keena, to the West of tile demesne of Moss- 
„ I ’ C . c village of Kiiiasiiee, on to Clonderagh at tile Shannon, near Tarmonbarrv 
mine° !d30S1Ee E ° ‘" tl!jbe ‘ ,t0 "' !! antl ^lieve Bon, where there is a report of being a Coal- 

fmirth nf'th! ° f ‘ 1 1 ' iS r ne ’ 1,,cl r iip S th f ,ate alterations, does not exceed 24 miles, not one- 
S| f tke north lines m the length, with 1,0 immediate bends or curves and very little 
ft" 4 ' whole line through a good tillage country, mostly Wheat, Oats, Potatoes, 
with r' tenantry have comfortable houses; the bogs on this line are small, 

Vj, 1 . nne Lmic-stone and Lifrie-storie Gravel. 

2nmLr“? d C rn al Dl,P ; lhl t0 Tullamore, is 46 miles; from Tullamore to Banagher ' 
SinnnS’tdT Ba ® s f ! c,t0 l«mooh»ny, 39 miles, and from Tannoiibariy througlf the 
Allen L °“ S ' A ™’ *5 ,mle8 ( makl “g together 130 miles from Dublin to Lough 

links' 2 5°l e , ' en | th of *• Ro r val Cnnd from Dublin by Coolnaliay to Tarmonbarry is 7 o 
ffo u’lh i 1 i! n ' l0 ;’ banT tlll '0.e'sL tl>c Shannon to Lough Allen, is 2, miles, makffiw 
Canak “ 93 bem S 35 m,ks sllorter lrum Uufrlui to Lough Allen than the Grand 

County of the City of Dublin, 1 Arthur Richards Nevill, of the City of Dublin, Land 
Evangelists ,h« .h. , „ J Surveyor, came before me and made 'Oath on the Holy 

Ills opinion and Lhef “ Eep01t ls a JUSt and ,rae Statement, according to the best df 



" 7 7 



(Signed) A. Sicka, Nevill. 



Sworn before me this August 1810, 

(Signed) H. G. SANKEY. 
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REPORT of J. Alexander Jones, Engineer, addressed to the Court of Directors 
of The Royal Canal Company. 

Gentlemen, 

Pursuant to your directions, I have taken a minute view of the line and country through 
which a branch from your Canal has been surveyed and eftimated, from near Thomastown, 
in the county of Wcltmeath, to Lough .Allen and Lough Erne, below Belturbet, by Mr. 
Killaly. 

The line branches off from the. 2 1st level, goes by the village of Rathfarn, and up the vale 
of the river Deel to Barbavilla. Mr. Killaly ’s section in this land exhibits 1 5 1 * t. sinking, 
but the estimate does not take into account the quality of the strata to be excavated, it being 
visibly rock or quarry from very near the surface, for the extent of about 200 perches in 
length. The expense of executing the above would at leaft cost £. 20,000 more than the 
estimate. From hence the line proceeds to Bennison lodge close to the house, and skirts 
the low bog to within half a mile of Castlepollard, goes along part of Lough Dereveragh, 
between that lake and the house of Coolure, through a great extent of very soft bog near 
the village of Coole, crosses the river Inny at Camilla Bridge, and through the bog on the 
West of the road leading to Granard, to Culdony. This is the nearest point the proposed 
line approaches to Granard, being about i\ miles from it, and about 21 £ from Thomastown. 
Part of the line to the above point, goes through very porous and open gravelly soil, which 
should be well staunched and puddled, and would require at least the sum oi £. 3,500 be- 
yond what is estimated. 

From Culdony, the line goes by the verge of Lough Kenail to Bally willan, through the 
lands of Cullabuoy, Lissnedarragh and Dundevan, to the river Erne, crosses the river into 
the lands of Purtanure, by an aquedudt of three arches of 20 Ft. span, at an elevation of 
only 3Ft. between the surface of river and bottom of canal. This aqueduct, from the small- 
ness of the height over the river, would have to be syphoned, which is both expensive 
and ineligible, when great rivers have to be passed. In the lands of Cullabuoy and Liss- 
nedarragn, there appears by the section to be deep cutting for about two miles in length, 
the summit being 40 Ft. although the surface in parts is Moor, yet from Lauds similarly 
circumstanced, and appearances, there is every reason to presume, that a great portion of 
the length would be solid rock, which, on a very moderate calculation, would cost as much 
more as the sum at which it is eftimated, viz. £. 2o,2S2. 

At Purtanure the lines separate, the branch to Belturbet goes along the vale of the river 
Erne through Sollaghan, Diugin, Mullyamly and Losset, through the plantations of Garta- 
nardress, the lands of Dernacross and Portaliff to Killeshandra. For this extent, viz. about 
10 miles, the ground is extremely uneven, porous and rocky; executing the Canal would 
cost a much greater sum than estimated. At Killeshandra the line gets into the demesne of 
Colonel Southwell, and runs along the wall through a great extent of full grown plan- 
tations, chiefly Oak, in very difficult and open ground, between the demesne wall and Kil- 
leshandra lake; the wall for near a mile in lengtlrfhould be thrown down, and of course 
rebuilt, and a new road made for that extent, as the Canal would occupy the site of the 
present road leading to Belturbet. The amount of the damage to the demesne and town 
of Killeshandra would be very considerable. The line crosses the Croaghan river, close to 
the bridge on the Belturbet road, by an aqueduct consisting of three arches of 15FL and 
at an elevation of only 3 Ft. 9 In. over the surface of the river ; this aquedudt should also be 
syphoned, on account of the small space of headway for the water, which in times of flood 
is here very great. From hence to Belturbet the line goes in some very uneven ground, 
and crosses the street entering into the town ciose to the bridge. As the section expresses 
very favourable sinking at this point, a great many houses would have to be thrown down, 
many would be injured by the backing of the bridge, aid the Infantry barrack, See. is 
directly in the line of the canal, the purchase' of which, and the houses, 8cc. &c. would at 
least amount to £. 5,000 beyond what is estimated for the execution. From Belturbet the 
line runs along the Erne side in favourable ground, and communicates with that river about 
a mile and a half below the town, at Lough Dooly, from whence it is navigable to En- 
niskillen, &.c. 8cc. 

The line to Lough Allen, from Purtanure, proceeds along the verge of Lough G'owr.a, 
following the undulations of the lake nearly five miles, in very uneven and some rocky 
ground. At Enagh, there is about sixty perches of deep cutting, forty-five feet at the sum- 
mit, with every appearance of its being solid rock a very few feet below the surface. The 
line then takes its course by Arvagh, in tiic vale of a small stream that runs into the Cro- 
aghan river, and runs nearly parallel to it, in a very rugged and uneven ground, to near 
Ballinamuck ; from thence it proceeds along the edges of Bogs for a considerable extent, 
by Kildragh, Gortneraw and Brumstreet, to Mohill; crossing the road very frequently, 
making many curves, and taking a very circuitous course. The town of Mohill is twice 
crossed, the compensation for damages, and the purchase of houses, &c. would amount to 
a very considerable sum. The line from hence runs nearly parallel with the road to Carrick- 
on-Siianuon for about seven miles; in which extent it crosses it nine or ten times; and 
after crossing the road from Jamestown to Garrick, goes close to the house of Aughacurra, 
through the lands of Carrickarreel, about a mile east of the village of Leitrim, through the 
lands of Creay, Curneroy, 8cc. & c. to Lough Allen near Drumshainbo. 

From Purtanure to Lough Allen, by the proposed line, the distance is thirty-eight miles, 



Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



No. 6.} on the Affairs of the ROYAL CANAL COMPANY. 33 

the ground so uneven and rugged, that the execution of it would be attended with an ex- 
pense nrfanitely beyond the estimate; being one-series of curves round the projetthm iu-h 
grounds. 1 he line m execution would by no means be so favourable as appears by the 
inspection of the present setftion. 11 J 

Through the whole extent of country that the proje&ed lines pass, there are no perennial 
streams of any consequence, that could be taken in as supplies, except the river Deel 
wmcn might be brougnt m at about five miles from Thomastown ; and even this in 
Summer^ IS very inconsiderable. The whole extent of the' proposed lines of navigation, 
OwelT° ht ^"° ne aUd a m f mi eS ’ would be chiefly dependant on the stream from Lough 
7th July 1810. 

County of the City of Dublin, ? John Alexander Jones, of the City of Dublin, Engineer 
, to w ‘, t - . . 3 came before me, and made Oath on the Holy Evangelists’ 

belief ab ° Ve lxep ° rt 1S ajUSt and true Statement - according to the best of his opinion and 

Sworn before me this 6th day of August 1810, 

T ,7 r (Signed) I-I. G. SANXEY. 

(Signed) J. Alex. Jones. 
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Directors General of Inland Navigation, 
IN IRELAND, 



